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January 7, 2010

The League of Women Voters of Ohio Education Fund imPACT e-newsletter.
 The purpose of these monthly emails is to provide League members and our partners with information on the most pressing reform issues affecting Ohioans today.

 * * * * *

With the 2010 Census, many states are emphasizing the importance of a complete count, but NO state has more to lose than Ohio. After each US Census, the process of redistricting begins anew.  Under the US Constitution, the House of Representatives consists of 435 members, each representing a district in a state. These congressional districts must be distributed according to population.  A number of states may lose one Congressional district, but only Ohio has the chance of losing two districts.  Ohio has not lost population but it has gained fewer residents than other states. 
Because of this once-a-decade opportunity, this is a critical time for influencing the process of redistricting reform. Ohio uses an Apportionment Board, consisting of the Governor, the Secretary of State and the State Auditor with one Democrat and one Republican to determine the Ohio House and Senate district lines.  Because the US Constitution leaves federal congressional redistricting for each state to decide, the Ohio legislature draws the US House districts by agreement, with the governor having veto power. Both the Ohio House and Senate and the US House redistricting methods can be improved. As the Ohio Redistricting Contest demonstrated, there are different formulae and methods to draw districts that can utilize more objective criteria to balance four elements: Competition, Compactness, Communities of Interest and Representational Fairness.  (http://www.sos.state.oh.us/redistricting.aspx)

The LWV EF Ohio imPACT Redistricting/Census Town Hall Meetings (THMs) have been driving home the message of the importance of a complete count to insure more accurate representation.  Our partnership with the Census Bureau has provided excellent speakers for these meetings. Co-sponsors such as Chambers of Commerce, local government outreach departments, neighborhood community centers and schools help to bring in hard-to-count populations.  

Our THMs are designed to bring about civic engagement, to identify an issue, learn about it, mobilize people to get involved and then to get results.  Honorees are often invited to bring in exemplary citizens who have made an impact with their communities. The privilege of having these civic-minded honorees at the THMs is that they often bring with them another group of community members who then are able to learn about other imPACT issues.  

 

One of the honorees at the Lima THM was Reverend Daniel Hughes, a local minister who works with teens to encourage reading and has started book groups with them.  He also is the Assistant Director of Metropolitan Housing Authority.  He is one of the many young stars in our communities who are engaging others and acting to improve their communities.  

At the Tallmadge THM, State Senator Tom Sawyer spoke about his passion for the census and its relationship with redistricting which directly links the constitution and democracy to the people’s representation. The senator spoke of Herman Hollerith, a young Census worker who worked on the 1880 Census, which took more than eight years to count.  This led the young man to invent an early computing device developed to tabulate results more expediently, which led to the development of the modern computer. (Read more: http://www.oz.net/~markhow/writing/holl.htm, and http://www.uh.edu/engines/epi401.htm).
Check the imPACT website for updates….

Let us know what you think about the  e-newsletter at www.ohioimpact.org
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