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Education Update for November 16, 2009

1)  128th General Assembly:  The Ohio House and Senate will hold sessions and hearings this week.

*The Ohio Senate Finance and Financial Institutions Committee, chaired by Senator Carey, Jr.,  has scheduled two meetings this week to consider HB 318 (Sykes) Income Tax Freeze.  A substitute bill may be introduced on Tuesday, with a possible vote set for Wednesday. 

The Senate has a voting session also scheduled for Wednesday at 1:30 PM.

*Merit Selection Forum Set This Week: Chief Justice Tom Moyer, the League of Women Voters Education Fund, the Ohio State Bar Association, and the Ohio Supreme Court will host "A Forum on Judicial Selection:  A Time for Action" on November 19-20, 2009 at the Center of Science and Industry in Columbus, OH. The forum is made possible by a grant from the Joyce Foundation.

The purpose of the forum is to explore ways to select judges to ensure a fair and impartial judicial system, and identify reforms that other states have implemented regarding the judicial branch of state government.

The event will feature a keynote address by former U.S. Supreme Court Justice Sandra Day O'Connor, and will be moderated by Nancy Hardin Rogers, former Ohio Attorney General and former Franklin County Court of Common Pleas Judge Yvette McGee-Brown.

Participants in the forum will include leaders of the judicial branch, the business community, organized labor, state elected officials, civic leaders, and members of the legal community.

State leaders who have indicated that they will attend or will send a representative include Governor Ted Strickland, Ohio Senate President Bill Harris, Ohio House Speaker Armond Budish, Ohio Senate Minority Leader Capri Cafaro, and Ohio House Minority Leader Bill Batchelder.

2)  Update on Federal Education Issues:

*RTT Rules Released:  The U.S. Department of Education, Arne Duncan Secretary of Education, released on November 12, 2009 final application and rules for states to use to apply for the $4.35 billion Race to the Top Fund (RTT) competitive grants under the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act (ARRA). $350 million of the $4 billion will be used by the USDOE to help states create assessments aligned to common standards, currently being developed by states through the Common Core initiative. The RTT rules will be published in the Federal Register on November 18, 2009.

Overall, the rules require states to demonstrate past successes and how they would use federal funds to achieve four reform ideas:

-Adopting standards and assessments that prepare students to succeed in college and the workplace and to compete in the global economy; -Building data systems that measure student growth and success, and inform teachers and principals about how they can improve instruction; -Recruiting, developing, rewarding, and retaining effective teachers and principals, especially where they are needed most; and -Turning around lowest-achieving schools.

States must also demonstrate that there are no legal barriers to evaluating teachers and principals using growth and achievement data, and that they have USDOE approval of plans for both phases of the America Reinvestment and Recovery Act's State Fiscal Stabilization Fund.

One section of the rules includes responses to public comments submitted in response to the July 2009 draft of the RTT application rules.  The US DOE responses to the comments help clarify several parts of the RTT requirements, including the emphasis that states should make in their application on using value added data to evaluate teacher quality,  and the role of charter schools in transforming low performing schools.

According to the "RTT Notice" on page 15, "The Department concurs with the many commenters who cautioned that teacher and principal "effectiveness" should not be based solely on student test scores. 

In this notice, "effectiveness" is defined as based on input from multiple measures, provided that student growth is a significant factor.  In addition, this notice re-emphasizes that it is student growth - not raw student achievement data or proficiency levels - that is the "significant factor" to be considered in evaluating effectiveness."

On page 20 of the "RTT Notice" regarding charter schools, "Some commenters concluded that by placing the charter school criterion in the school turnaround section, the Department was advancing charter schools as the chief remedy for addressing the needs of the persistently lowest-achieving schools.  While the Department believes that charter schools can be strong partners in school turnaround work, it does not believe that charter schools are the only or preferred solution to turning around struggling schools."

(Please see

http://www.ed.gov/programs/racetothetop/final-priorities.pdf to read

more.)

The final RTT rules and application clarify that states should use multiple measures to evaluate teachers and principals, including the growth in achievement of their students; have rigorous teacher and principal evaluation programs; and use the results of teacher evaluations to inform what happens in the schools.

The US DOE will hold two rounds of competition for the RTT grants. 

States must submit a notice of intent to apply for Phase I awards by December 8, 2009, and Phase II applications by June 1, 2010.

Applications for Phase I will be accepted until the middle of January, 2010, and recipients will be announced in the spring.

Applications for Phase II will be due June 1, 2010, with the announcement of recipients by September 30, 2010.

For more information please visit

http://www.ed.gov/news/pressreleases/2009/11/11122009.html
*Senator Patty Murray (WA) and U.S. Representatives John Yarmuth (KY) and Jared Polis (CO) announced on November 5, 2009 that they would introduce comprehensive legislation entitled "The Literacy Education for All, Results for the Nation (LEARN) Act. " The LEARN Act would replace three federal reading programs:  Early Reading First, Reading First, and Striving Readers, and would authorize $2.35 billion in funding to improve reading and writing in kindergarten through 12th grade. Unlike similar bills in the past, this legislation would provide more funds to address reading in grades 6-12. This legislation might be included in the re-authorization of the Elementary and Secondary Education Act. To read more about the legislation please visit http://murray.senate.gov/news.cfm?id=319813.

3) Revised Standards Now on ODE Web Site: Drafts of the revised academic content standards for science and social studies; a survey for providing feedback to ODE; and additional information about the standards are now available on the ODE website at http://education.ohio.gov/GD/Templates/Pages/ODE/ODEDetail.aspx?page=3&TopicRelationID=1696&ContentID=66295&Content=76764.

Additional information for the science and social studies academic content standards includes, -A video that provides an overview of the revisions; -A toolkit for hosting a discussion group on the revisions; and -Other content-specific resources.

Drafts of the revised academic content standards in mathematics and English Language Arts will be posted later, after the Common Core initiative completes the development of standards in math and English Language Arts.  Ohio is participating in the Common Core initiative, which is an effort to develop common standards among 51 states and territories in the U.S., and is being facilitated by the Council of Chief State School Officers, the National Governors Association and the National Association of State Boards of Education.

A draft of the Common Core College- and Career-Readiness Standards has been released for public comment. A draft of the Common Core K-12 standards and learning progressions is expected to be completed in December 2009.  Regional meetings are being planned for February 2010 to introduce the field to the Common Core standards for English language arts and mathematics and solicit feedback.  Information about the Common Core is available at http://www.corestandards.org.

The final versions of the academic content standards in math, English language arts, social studies, and science will be presented to the State Board of Education for an intent to adopt in May and final adoption in June 2009.

After the State Board completes the development of courses of studies for the newly adopted standards, the State Board will begin the process of revising academic content standards in the fine arts, foreign languages, technology, etc.

4)  This Week at the Statehouse

TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 17, 2009

*The House Education Committee, chaired by Representative Williams will meet on Tuesday, November 17, 2009 at 2:00 PM in room 17.  The committee will hear testimony on the following bills:

-HB305 (Newcomb) GED Test: Requires the Department of Education to waive fees for certain Ohio residents taking the GED test.

-HB83 (Boyd) Public School Assaults:  Provides for the reporting of assaults in public schools to school administrators and law enforcement authorities.

-HB312 (Morgan) E-Schools, Teach for America, Value Added-Licenses: 

Allows new Internet-or computer-based community schools to open under certain conditions; requires the use of student performance data in evaluating teachers and principals for licensure; and qualifies Teach for America for license.

-HB319 (Williams) School District Parents: Requires parents of students enrolled in school districts rated continuous improvement or lower to attend a parent-teacher conference.

*The Senate Finance and Financial Institutions Committee, chaired by Senator Carey, will meet on Tuesday, November 17, 2009 at 2:30 PM in the Senate Finance hearing room.  The committee will consider a substitute bill for HB 318 (Sykes) Income Tax Freeze.

*The Senate Education Committee, chaired by Senator Cates, will meet on Tuesday, November 17, 2009 at 4:00 PM in the North hearing room. 

The committee will consider the following bills:

-HB19 (Harwood) Dating Violence:  Requires school districts to adopt a dating violence policy and to include dating violence education within the health education curriculum.

-SB102 (Turner) School Dropout Programs:  Requires the State Board of Education to recommend performance standards for dropout programs operated by school districts.

-SB126 (Fedor) Harassment:  Prohibits school administrators from knowingly failing to report to law enforcement authorities menacing by stalking or telecommunications harassment that occurs on school grounds; and adopt a policy prohibiting bullying.

-SB167 (Cates) Performance Ratings:  Revises the performance ratings for school districts and buildings.

-SB173 (Cates) All-day Kindergarten Delay:  Delays for one year the effective date of rules regarding school districts' expenditure of funds for core teachers and the requirement for districts to provide all-day kindergarten for all kindergartners.

-SB180 (Husted) E-Schools, Teach for America, Value Added-Licenses: 

Allows new Internet-or computer-based community schools to open under certain conditions; requires the use of student performance data in evaluating teachers and principals for licensure, and qualifies Teach for America for license in Ohio.

-SB190 (Schaffer) Junior ROTC:  Includes Junior ROTC as a permitted elective within the Ohio Core curriculum.

-SB192 (Cates) School Transportation: Permits non-civil service school district boards to terminate positions of district transportation employees for reasons of economy and efficiency and contract with independent agents to provide transportation services.

WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 18, 2009

*The Senate Finance and Financial Institutions Committee, chaired by Senator Carey, Jr., will meet on November 18, 2009 at 9:30 AM in the Senate Finance Hearing Room.  The committee will consider HB318

(Sykes) Income Tax Freeze. A vote is possible.

5) State Board of Education:  The State Board of Education (SBE), Debbie Cain president, met on November 9 and 10, 2009.  The meeting on November 9, 2009 was held at the Ohio School Boards Association Capital Conference meeting at the Columbus Convention Center.  The meeting on November 10, 2009 was held at the Ohio School for the Deaf, 500 Morse Road, Columbus.

BOARD MEETING ON MONDAY, NOVEMBER 9, 2009

Ann Womer Benjamin, Vice President of the State Board of Education, welcomed Board members to the November 2009 meeting held at the Ohio School Boards Association annual Capital Conference in Columbus. 

State Board president Debbie Cain and Superintendent of Public Instruction Deb Delisle were presenting workshops at the convention and were not present during the entire Board meeting on Monday morning.

Ms. Womer Benjamin opened the meeting by introducing new State Board member Juanita Sanchez, who was recently appointed to the Board as an "At Large" member by Governor Strickland.  She will complete the term of Jennifer Sheets who resigned from the State Board last spring. 

Juanita Sanchez is from Fremont, OH, and has served as a paraprofessional bilingual aide for the Fremont City School District since 2007; as the assistant director of the foundation at Terra State Community College from 2005-2006; and as an academic advisor at Terra State Community College from 2002-2005. Ms. Sanchez holds a bachelor's degree from the University of Findlay, and serves on the Minority Achievement Council of the Fremont City School District and on the Board of Directors for the Fremont Federal Credit Union.

The SBE then heard a presentation on the work of the KnowledgeWorks Foundation from Chad Wick president and CEO; Harold Brown, executive director of EdWorks; and Andy Benson, executive director of Ohio Education Matters. EdWorks and Ohio Education Matters are both subsidiaries of KnowledgeWorks Foundation.

KnowledgeWorks Foundation is a Cincinnati-based nonprofit corporation, which began as the Thomas L. Conlan Education Foundation, and was renamed KnowledgeWorks in 2000. The Conlan Foundation emerged from a reorganization of the Student Loan Funding Corporation, which provided college scholarships for Ohio students from 1981-1998.

Chad Wick explained that KnowledgeWorks has worked to inform state policy and develop successful strategies to transform education in Ohio from "...schooling to a world of learning". The Foundation has supported a number of initiatives to transform low performing high schools; personalize student learning; increase student access to college; transform schools into multi-purpose community facilities; revise the Ohio School Facilities Commission design manual; develop the Ohio College Access Network, and more. The school improvement "turn-around" model that KnowledgeWorks has developed uses 318 steps to provide a comprehensive assessment of the strengths and weaknesses of schools, and rubrics to decide the appropriate school transformation option, such as Early College, STEM, New Tech, etc.

Harold Brown described the Ohio High School Transformation Initiative

(OHSTI) and the Early College Initiative (OECH), which are two of the school improvement models supported through EdWorks, a division of KnowledgeWorks created in 2007.

KnowledgeWorks partnered in 2002 with the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation and the Ohio Department of Education to create the Ohio High School Transformation Initiative (OHSTI), a $100 million investment over six years to improve graduation rates in 17 urban high schools. The initiative helped school districts create small high schools or learning communities, implement a rigorous curriculum, personalize learning, use data to drive instruction, and support the professional development of teachers. In 2009 80 percent of participating schools had improved their rating on the state report card, and half had moved to continuous improvement or effective from academic watch or emergency.

The Early College High School (OECH) model began in 2003. These schools allow students to earn high school and college credits simultaneously. There are currently nine OECHS schools in Ohio.  In

2009 over a third of students graduating from OECHS had received both a high school diploma and an associate's degree (60 hours) from college.

EDWorks is now partnering with other states, school districts, and high schools, including the Detroit Public Schools, on a fee for services basis.  The EdWorks model focuses on implementing a rigorous curriculum and appropriate instruction; personalized student plan for learning; an environment where learning flourishes; and data collection and aligned assessments.

Andy Benson spoke to the Board about Ohio Education Matters (OEM) established in August 2009 as an education policy research organization which provides guidance and leadership on high schools, school funding, workforce development, community engagement, and more. He urged the Board to revisit the recommendations of the Ohio High School Task Force issued in 2004, and "scale-up" successful strategies to address high school graduation rates, which have decreased recently after showing improvement, and assist a core group of low-performing schools that are responsible for 30 percent of the dropouts in the state.

New Tech is the newest option that KnowledgeWorks is offering for transforming high schools. The New Tech Network, based in Napa, California, merged with KnowledgeWorks in July 2009. New Tech high schools use technology and inquiry to engage students in Project-Based Learning (PBL) on real problems. There are currently forty New Tech schools in nine states, and seventy are scheduled to open next year.

According to the presentation, KnowledgeWorks' school transformation strategies and options align with the purpose of the federal Race to the Top grant program.  One program that would benefit from RTT funding would be Ohio's Early College High Schools (OECH), which lost state support in the recent biennial budget, Am. Sub. HB 1 (Sykes). 

Five Early College High Schools might close in the next year as a result.  A long-term strategy for funding OECH should include adjusting the evidence-based model formula to support OECH.  There has also been a discussion about expanding OECH to each college campus in Ohio.

For more information about KnowledgeWorks Foundation, please visit http://www.kwfdn.org.

ACHIEVEMENT AND CAPACITY COMMITTEES

The Capacity Committee, chaired by Rob Hovis, reviewed changes in four pupil transportation rules to comply with recent changes in law including rules regarding the storage of confidential student emergency information on school buses, and adopted cut scores for Praxis 2 subject exams for gifted education, preschool and early childhood special education, and preKindergarten education.  The scores were recommended by the Ohio Educator Standards Board.

The Achievement Committee, chaired by Mike Collins, discussed proposed amendments to OAC 3301-41-01, a rule governing the Ohio High School Equivalence Diploma (GED), and the revision of the academic content standards in mathematics and English language arts.

After discussing the proposed GED amendment, which eliminates the fee waiver provision for the GED exam included in the current rule to align with current law, the committee requested additional information on the rule, and requested that a SBE legislative recommendation be developed to support a GED fee waiver for eligible students.

The Achievement Committee also heard an update led by Stan Heffner, Associate Superintendent, Center for Curriculum and Assessment, Brad Findell, and Sasheen Phillips, on the revision of the math and language arts academic content standards.

According to the presentation, drafts of the revised science and social studies academic content standards will be posted for public comment on the ODE web site on November 13, 2009.

The drafts of the revised academic content standards for math and English language arts will be available in December 2009, because Ohio is participating in a multi-state led process called the Common Core, facilitated by Council of Chief State School Officers, the National Governors Association, and the National Association of State Boards of Education. A draft of the "Common Core College- and Career-Readiness Standards" was released in October 2009 and is available for public comment through December 2009. The draft of the Common Core K-12 standards and learning progressions is expected to be released in December 2009, with final documents for the Common Core ready by early 2010. Information about the Common Core is available at http://www.corestandards.org.

The standards revision process for math, English language arts, science, and social studies in Ohio began in 2008, and included input from working groups and advisory committees over the summer. The State Board will be asked to approve an intent to adopt the new standards in May 2009, and adopt the standards in June 2009.

The criteria used to revise Ohio's standards for math and English language arts and create the Common Core standards are similar: 

create fewer, clearer, and more rigorous standards aligned with college and work expectation; benchmark the revised standards to international standards; include higher order thinking skills; base the standards on evidence and research and lessons-learned from the current standards.

Ohio and other states are not required to adopt the Common Core standards, but those that do are expected to adopt 100 percent of the Common Core.  Up to 15 percent of additional state-specific content may be added, but according to the presentation that decision will be made later.

Draft Common Core standards in math and English language arts are expected to be ready for public comment in February 2010.  Regional meetings will be held to solicit feedback about the need to add state-specific content.

The full Board chaired by President Deb Cain reconvened at noon for announcements and to review written reports and the consent agenda for the November 10, 2009 business meeting. Francis Pompey was also introduced as the new Chief Operating Officer for the ODE.  Mr. 

Pompey was Senior Vice President for Huntington Bank before coming to the ODE.

MEETING ON TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 10, 2009

The State Board continued its meeting on Tuesday, November 10, 2009 at the Ohio School for the Deaf.

The 21st Century Learning Subcommittee, chaired by Stephen Millett, discussed models of schools based on 21st Century Skills and reviewed definitions of 21st Century Skills, such as critical thinking, creativity, innovation, and a revised version of Bloom's Taxonomy of Learning Domains.

One of the models discussed was New Technology High Schools (New Tech), which started at the Napa New Tech High School in California in 1996, and has now been implemented in 50 schools in 10 states. The New Tech model engages learners in project-based learning; supports a culture that empowers students and teachers; and integrates technology.  New Tech schools have access to a Web-based system called the Collaborative Learning Environment (PeBL) which provides a structure for managing and supporting student learning. New Tech Foundation joined KnowledgeWorks Foundation in July 2009, and will be available as a strategy for building a network of innovative, learner-centered high schools nationwide.

The subcommittee expects to make a presentation to the full Board in April and present a set of recommendations regarding the implementation of 21st Century Skills in Ohio at that time.

The Advocacy and Outreach Subcommittee, chaired by John Bender, reviewed current legislation before the Ohio House and Senate, and made recommendations for full Board action (see Board Resolutions for details); reviewed and approved for full Board consideration the SBE's 2010 Federal Funding and Legislative Platform; and reviewed two non-budget legislative recommendations not included in HB 1 regarding territory transfers.

The Board took some time-out to hear the Ohio State School for the Blind Marching Band led by Dan Kelley and Carol Agler. The Band will participate on January 1, 2010 in 121st annual Tournament of Roses Parade, Pasadena, California. It is the first blind marching band ever to march in the parade, and the smallest band ever to march in the parade (35 members and 35 sighted assistants).

BUSINESS MEETING

The State Board of Education's business meeting began at 2:00 PM. 

Superintendent of Public Instruction Deb Delisle made several announcements, and informed the Board of the resignation of Matt DeTemple, Chief Legal Counsel for the Ohio Department of Education.

The report of the Superintendent included several items including information about the Ohio School Boards Association Capital Conference; congratulations to Jennifer McCala from Parma City Schools, the winner of the 2010 National Educator Award from the Milken Family; an update on the development of the ODE's strategic plan; and an update on the status of the federal Race to the Top

(RTT) grant program.

The Board was presented a concept brief regarding the Race to the Top federal grant competition pending release of the final rules. 

(Please note:  These rules were made available on November 12, 2009 and will be posted on the Federal Register on November 18, 2009.)

According to the brief, Ohio will include the following strategies in its proposal:

-Ohio will challenge itself with high standards and rigorous, equitable assessments in order to ensure student readiness for college and the global economy.

-Ohio will fundamentally transform the educator human capital pool in recognition of the tremendous importance of an effective teacher in every classroom and an effective leader in every school by accelerating and extending the reforms included in HB1.

-Ohio will no longer accept that some schools persistently fail to prepare our children for success, and will employ a comprehensive school evaluation and diagnostic system to identify chronically low-performing schools, and insist that school districts undertake fundamental change.

-Ohio will continue to expand the scope of its longitudinal data systems to encompass higher education and the workforce.  In addition, Ohio will drive the use of technology in the classroom to tailor instruction to each student's unique needs and to support teachers and how they deliver instruction.

There was also a discussion about how local education associations

(LEAs) will be selected to receive RTT funds.  Superintendent Delisle stated that a selection process will be developed with a set of principles, and LEAs will choose to participate or not choose.

Superintendent Delisle also distributed a new organizational chart for the Ohio Department of Education to improve efficiency and effectiveness, and reflect the new responsibilities of the ODE as it implements provisions in Am. Sub. HB 1 (Sykes), the biennial budget.

Some of the changes of note include the following:

-School Options and Finance will no longer be a separate center, but will be included with Fiscal Services; HR and Staff Development; and Information Technology under newly appointed Francis Pompey, Chief Operating Officer.

-A new position is proposed entitled Associate Superintendent of Education Reform and Strategic Initiatives.

-A study is being conducted to possibly create a separate center for Early Childhood Development, which is now part of the Center for Students, Families, and Communities.

-The Ohio School Funding Advisory Council (required through Am. Sub. 

HB 1) will be included in the duties of Jeannette Oxender, Chief of Staff.

-Accountability will move to Curriculum and Assessment.

There was no public participation on agenda items.  The Board took action on twelve personnel items and the resolutions listed below, considered old business, and new business.  Chris Stankovich then addressed the Board regarding the training and qualifications of coaches in Ohio schools during public participation on non-agenda items.  Board members requested additional information on the subject of training for coaches.

RESOLUTIONS

The Board approved the following resolutions at its November 2009 business meeting:

#7 Approved a Resolution to grant the transfer of school district territory from the Kirtland Local school District, Lake County, to the Willoughby-Eastlake City School District, Lake County, pursuant to Section 3311.24 of the ORC.

#14 Approved a Resolution to approve the revision and reduction of the membership of the Delaware Area Career Center Board of Education.

#15 Approved a Resolution to approve the revision of the membership on the Mid East Career and Technology Center Board of Education.

#16 Approved the following appointments to the Educator Standards Board:

-Joy Clickenger School Treasurer/Business Manager -Patrick East School Treasurer/Business Manager -James A. Russo School Treasurer/Business Manager

#17 Approved a Resolution to confirm the Warrensville Heights City School District Board of Education's determination of impractical the transportation of certain students attending the Lawrence School, a chartered non-pubic school, Cuyahoga County; the Hathaway Brown School, a chartered nonpublic school, Cuyahoga County, and the St. 

John's Lutheran School, a chartered nonpublic school, Cuyahoga County.

#18 Approved a Resolution to approve the plan of organization for the Ohio Department of Education as recommended by the Superintendent of Public Instruction.

#19 Approved a Resolution commending the Ohio State School for the Blind Marching Band for their selection to perform in the 2010 Tournament of Roses Parade.

#20 Approved a motion to take a proponent position on HB 19

(Harwood): Policies to Address Dating Violence.

#21 Approved a motion to take an opponent position on HB 235 (DeBose and Hite):  Educator/Board, Character/Ethics, unless changes are made to address stakeholder concerns.

#22 Approved a motion to take a proponent position on HB 290 (Bubp and Pryor):  Jr. ROTC as elective.

#23 Approved a motion to take a proponent position on SB 167 (Cates): 

Changes in Performance Ratings.

#24 Approved a motion to take a proponent position on SB 173 (Cates): 

Delay All-Day K and Expenditure Rules, with the provision that if a district is not going to provide all-day kindergarten, they must submit a plan to the Superintendent of Public Instruction stating how they intent to reach this goal in future years.

#25 Approved a motion to take an Interested Party position on SB 180

(Husted):  E-Schools, Teach for America, and using value added for licensure.

For more information about these resolutions, please visit http://www.sboe.ohio.gov.  The next meeting of the State Board of Education will be held on December 7 - 8, 2009.

6) Think Tank Reviews Report on Charter Schools: The Think Tank Review Project released on November 12, 2009 a review of a report on charter schools in New York City.  The analysis was prepared by Professor Sean Reardon at Stanford University and is entitled, "Review of 'How New York City's Charter Schools Affect Achievement'".

The original report, "How New York City's Charter Schools Affect Achievement", was written by Caroline Hoxby (also from Stanford University), Sonali Murarka, and Jenny Kang, and was released in September 2009.  The review of the report was conducted by Education and the Public Interest Center & Education Policy Research for the Think Tank Review Project.

According to the review the original report estimated the effects on student achievement for students attending charter schools in New York City compared to traditional public schools.  The reviewer found that the original report relied on "an inappropriate set of statistical models" to analyze the data and overstated the cumulative effects of attending a charter school.  The review also noted that the original report did not include enough of the technical discussion and detail to assess the validity of the report's methodology and results.

The review recommends,  "Policymakers, educators, and parents should not rely on the report's conclusions regarding charter school effects in grades 4-12 until these issues have been fully investigated and the analysis has undergone rigorous peer review." (Executive Summary, p. 3)

The Think Tank Review Project is a collaborative project of the University of Colorado at Boulder, Education and the Public Interest Center (EPIC) and the Arizona State University Education Policy Research Unit (EPRU).  It provides the public, policy makers, and the press with timely, academically sound reviews of selected think tank publications. The project is made possible by funding from the Great Lakes Center for Education Research and Practice.

The report on the NYC charters by Hoxby and colleagues is available at http://www.nber.org/%7Eschools/charterschoolseval
The Think Tank analysis is available at http://epicpolicy.org/thinktank/review-How-New-York-City-Charter.

7) Grading States on Innovation:  The Center for American Progress, U.S. Chamber of Commerce, and Frederick M. Hess, director of education policy studies at the American Enterprise Institute, released a report on November 9, 2009 entitled "Leaders and Laggards: 

A State-by-State Report Card on Educational Innovation".

The authors define education innovation as "...discarding policies and practices that no longer serve students while creating opportunities for smart, entrepreneurial problem-solvers to help children learn."

Based on data, which comes from federal education databases, and a 50-state survey, states received grades in the following eight areas to determine their rating for education innovation:

*School Management (including the strength of charter school laws and the percentage of teachers who like the way their schools are run) *Finance (including the accessibility of state financial data)

*Staffing: Hiring & Evaluation (including alternative certification for teachers)

*Staffing: Removing Ineffective Teachers (including the percentage of principals who report barriers to the removal of poor-performing

teachers)

*Data (including such measures as state-collected college student remediation data) *Technology (including students per Internet-connected computer) *Pipeline to Post-secondary (including the percentage of schools reporting dual-enrollment programs) *State Reform Environment (an ungraded category that includes data on the presence of reform groups and participation in international

assessments)

According to the report Florida is among the best rated states overall for education innovation.  Texas, Louisiana, Georgia, and New York perform well in some, but not all areas.  Ohio received the following grades in each of the eight categories:

School Management:  C

Finance:  C

Staffing, Hiring & Evaluation:  C

Staffing:  Removing ineffective teachers:  D

Data:  B

Pipeline to Post-secondary:  B

Technology:  C

State Reform Environment (No grade provided.)

Additional data and information is included in the full report to support the state findings in each area.  For more information please visit http://www.americanprogress.org/issues/2009/11/pdf/leaders_and_laggards.pdf 

8)  Bills Introduced the Week of November 9, 2009:

HB365 (Chandler) Public Employees Collective Bargaining: Eliminates an exemption from the Public Employees' Collective Bargaining Law for specified educational employees.

HB366 (Gardner) School District Rules:  Allows school district boards to exempt their districts from certain spending rules and the requirement to provide all-day kindergarten and directs the duties of the Ohio School Funding Advisory Council.

HB358 (Ujvagi) Absentee Voting:  Changes the time by which absent voter's ballots must be ready, authorizes the Secretary of State to make emergency revisions in the armed service absent voting provisions, and establishes write-in absent voter's ballots for certain overseas voters who are unable to cast regular absent voter's ballots.

HB359 (Luckie) Assault of School Security Guard:  Imposes the same criminal penalties for assaulting a school security guard as are imposed for assaulting a school teacher.

HCR32 (Hagan) Health Care Reform:  Requests that all the members of the 128th General Assembly of the State of Ohio support the public option as part of national health care reform.

###

