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The League of Women Voters of Ohio Education Fund imPACT e-newsletter.
 The purpose of these monthly emails is to provide League members and our partners with information on the most pressing reform issues affecting Ohioans today.

 * * * * *

Redistricting leads November's major imPACT headlines and activities, with most of the news concentrating on the 2010 Census and its relevance to the redistricting process and what it will mean for Ohio. Because the number of federal House seats is fixed, and while Ohio has not lost population but has only increased population less than other states, Ohio stands to lose one or possibly two Congress members.  The Ohio House and Senate and the Governor have veto power over this process.

 

Ohio utilizes an Apportionment Board, consisting of the Ohio Governor, the Ohio Secretary of State, and the State Auditor and one Democrat and one Republican.  This board is directed to make compact, contiguous and not intersected districts with essentially equal populations and efforts not to divide counties. In Ohio, there is a provision that reapportionment may only be done after the Census.

 

A redistricting reform plan put forth by Sen. John Husted has passed the Ohio Senate to put voters to the choice to replace the gerrymandering current system used in Ohio to draw state legislative and congressional districts with a bipartisan commission of seven members and which would require a supermajority of five votes. 

 

Joan Lawrence, 16 year veteran State Representative and former League of Women Voters of Ohio President, says that the proposed Husted plan changes the name and composition of the Redistricting Apportionment board but does little to change the process. Joan Lawrence has been working tirelessly since December 1974 to bring about changing the process of redistricting reform. She stresses that the LWVO seeks to encourage a reform plan which would contain an objective and measurable set of criteria in which to measure redistricting plans, and which would be open and transparent and available for anyone's examination, both before and after adoption. 

 

The Redistricting Competition sponsored by the Ohio Secretary of State and the League of Women Voters of Ohio produced three excellent proposals which demonstrated that objective and measurable criteria could be used to draw legislative and congressional districts.  All of the proposals, including the eight plans which were not selected as winners, were superior to the current plan used by the Ohio Apportionment Board. 

 

Let your senator and house member know that a LWVO supported proposal to the legislature on  redistricting reform is something you would support and that you would like to see a proposal for real Redistricting Reform on the May ballot.  It is imperative to get a reform measure on the May ballot, since by the November election, it might be too late, since the majorities may have been determined by then, thus reducing the incentive of whichever party holds the lead to agree to reform the process.  For further reading, please go to the LWVO EF Ohio imPACT website.

 

Judicial Impartiality and Fairness is also a hot topic for Ohio imPACT. The League of Women Voters of Ohio Education Fund, Ohio Chief Justice Thomas J. Moyer, and the Ohio State Bar Association sponsored "A Forum on Judicial Selection: A Time for Action" at the Ohio Judicial Center and the Center of Science and Industry in Columbus on November 19 and 20. The event concluded with an announcement by the convenors that they would begin work to build a coalition to support amending the Ohio Constitution to replace the current system of statewide elections of justices to the Ohio Supreme Court in favor of an appointment system where the justices will then stand for a retention election.

 

The following elements will be in any proposals taken by the convenors to partner organizations for consideration:

· The appointment process will be open and transparent

· Any nomination commission will be representative of the diversity of the Ohio population and will include multiple appointing authorities

· Some form of public education component will be included, and that

· Retention elections will ensure that voters are still involved in the process.

Meg Flack, president of the League of Women Voters of Ohio Education Fund, said, "The elements discussed today of an appointive-elective system will go a long way toward making the process more transparent and open." Click here to read more.

 

Caperton v. Massey is still producing aftershocks which are still noteworthy for Ohioans interested in the mechanics and perceptions of the influence of money on judicial elections.  There are many articles, both scholarly and those more approachable, available on the LWVO EF Ohio imPACT website for your perusal and study. 

 

The perceived and/or real affect of money on judicial impartiality and fairness is also linked intrinsically with campaign finance issues.  Keep informed on the Citizens United v. FEC case before the US Supreme Court, and of its ramifications to our judicial system as well as our century old laws concerning the restrictions on corporate money in federal elections. Again, please go to the LWVO EF Ohio imPACT website to learn more.

Let us know what you think about the  e-newsletter at www.ohioimpact.org
