Dollars and Census 
In addition to the need for an accurate population count for redistricting, a compelling argument for League involvement in the 2010 census is the financial benefit to our communities from federal and state dollars allocated on Census data.  
Nationally over the coming decade, about $ 400 billion in federal funds will be distributed based on demographic information.  This is estimated to be about $1,200 per person per year -- or $12,000 per person over the next decade.  Thus, for every person not counted, communities stand to lose $12,000.    

These federal funds include grants for Medicaid, Head Start, the Child Care and Development Block Grant, the Community Services Block Grant, WIC (Women, Infants and Children food and nutrition program), Emergency Food and Shelter Grants, Community Development Block Grants, education funds for special and vocational education, public housing assistance and transit programs.   Many of these programs form the safety net critical to individuals and families hurt by the recession.  Other programs aid communities struggling to continue to provide services while coping with revenue shortfalls. 

In addition to the financial resources the census brings into a community, census data are key to shaping public policy decisions about land use, economic and workforce development, housing and transportation planning.  This again reinforces the need for an accurate count.  
Those most at risk of not being counted include highly mobile people (renters), the unemployed, young children of minorities, and those living in illegally converted housing units.  Language barriers, low education levels and illiteracy also contribute to an undercount.  A distrust of government and fears that information will be used by immigration or law enforcement officials are also major factors.  It is important to note that the confidentiality of census data is guaranteed; personal information is not shared with other government agencies. 

Leagues can play a critical role in their communities by promoting a complete census count.  Numerous Web resources have information about connecting with your local or county Complete Count Committee:  www.census.ohio.gov, www.youcancountonmeohio.org, and www.nonprofitscount.org.  It’s only a few months until Census Day--April 1.  Let’s ensure every Ohioan is counted.  
You can find more information about redistricting and the census at www.ohioimpact.org.
By Karen Rainey, Meg Flack & Mary Helen Hart
