A Snapshot of the January LWV-Ohio / Education Fund Board Meetings
Your state League boards (LWV-Ohio and LWV-Ohio Education Fund) meet every other month in Columbus.  We begin mid-afternoon on Friday and go until mid- to late-afternoon on Saturday.  Here’s a snapshot of some of the things your state League accomplished at our January 15-16 meeting:

Board actions initiated by the Membership Engagement, Issues Education and Advocacy Committees:

· Approved the consensus questions for the State Finance and Tax Study Update.

· Approved questions for statewide and regional candidates for the May primary’s Voters’ Guide.

· Approved revisions to the 2010 Advocacy Agenda.

· Approved recommending a national study on consumer protections related to financial institutions for 

LWVUS program planning. 

Discussion and updates regarding:

· On-going League efforts for redistricting and judicial reform.  
· League redistricting specialists Joan Lawrence, Ann Henkener and Peg Rosenfield have been busy traveling across the state educating local Leagues on the issue, as well as vigorously lobbying at the Statehouse for a Joint Resolution proposing a constitutional amendment to reform the redistricting process.  Note: House Joint Resolution 15 was introduced Feb. 1 and reflects the League’s redistricting principles: compactness, maintaining communities of interest, competitiveness and representational fairness.  Senate Joint Resolution 5 passed the Senate this fall and reflects the League’s principle of a bi-partisan board.  

· Judicial reform specialist Nancy Brown reported on November’s A Judicial Forum: A 
Time for Action, co-convened by the League and involving statewide leaders from political parties, professional organizations, the judiciary, businesses, unions and good-government groups.  For the first time, these disparate groups came to consensus to pursue an appointment/elective system for selecting Ohio Supreme Court justices. 

· The potential timing and content of proposed regional meetings that will be designed to foster cross


League discussion on a topic of mutual interest, such as regionalism or membership development. 

Financial Items:
· Development of proposed 2010-2011 budget.
· Assessment of current 2009-2010 budget:  
· Approved a 15% rebate to local Leagues for the 2009 Power Pledge and
· Realigned spending/ revenue for the next six months to ensure continuation of essential services and address a projected shortfall.  The initiatives include:

· Decreasing board meeting expenses through logistical changes and board members’ donations;

· Eliminating any subsidy for a 2010 LWVUS Convention delegation; and

· Reducing operating expenses in a variety of ways, e.g., using our conference call line only for calls with local Leagues, not board or committee calls.
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