April 1, 2009 imPACT E-Newsletter - Making an ImMPACT :edistricting Contest

The League of Women Voters of Ohio

Education Fund iImPACT e-newsletter.

The purpose of these monthly emails is to provide League members and our partners
with information on the most pressing reform issues affecting Ohioans today.

Want to learn more about the issues, how to vote confidently and how to connect with
elected officials? Visit the iImPACT website at www.ohioimpact.orqg for the latest
information and resources to---Get Educated. . .Get Involved. . . and Get Results!

SOS Jennifer Brunner(left) at the Press Conferemitle LWVO President Linda Lalley (cente



and Money In Politics Director Catherine Turcer (ichkground)

Ohio Secretary of State Jennifer Brunner announdeedsstricting Competitiomo create an

open process for producing fair legislative district®mo. She made the announcement at the
Ohio Elections Conference on March 12. This competitidhegesult of many months of
planning involving the League of Women Voters of Ohio, FormateRRepresentative and 50+
year member of the LWVO Joan Lawrence, Ohio Citiketion, State Representatives Dan
Stewart and Vernon Sykes, Common Cause and Ohio Sganéttate Jennifer Brunner.

Because Ohio's population has dropped significantly sincaghéme elections districts were
drawn, Ohio will have one less district, dropping fro8ndistricts to 17While Ohio's populatio
is essentially divided evenly between Republican and Reatio voters, Ohio's Congressional
representation was 67% Republican for the first pattisfdecade. Many districts are not
competitive and do not relate to their communities gygographic compactness.

Rulesfor the competition include the need for Compactness)p@titiveness, Representational
Fairness, and Communities of Interest. Any planrglin the bottom 25% of ANY category
will be disqualified. The plan must contain ContigulBguipopulation, and compliance with the
Federal Voting Rights Act. See tRact Sheebn Ohio's Redistricting Competition for more
details.

LWV Ohio imPACT has been spsoring Town Hall Meetings on Redistricting, most relyein
Delaware at Ohio Wesleyan University on March 24. Aenkéner, LWVO Lobbyist and
Specialist on Redistricting, spoke about the need thistrecting and demonstrated how the li
can be drawn to determine who wins and who loses electlousy controlling the legislature
and Congress and the subsequent laws that are passethréeEnBelaware County
Commissioners were present to discuss the issues afféxtlaware County, and how
redistricting can affect Delaware County specifically

The LWVO urges League members and others to send the Lelegigs'and press release to
local newspapers and organizations, educators, Party aod blfficials, and any other groups
or organizations which might be interested. The LWV@rsde letter can be fourtdereor on
the LWVO website atvww.lwvohio.org

For more information, contact Mary Helen Hart, imPIARrogram coordinator, at
democracy@Iwvohio.org14.469.1505 or 614.256.3225

Let us know what you think about the e-newsletter www.ohioimpact.org
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