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Education Update for September 14, 2009

1) 128th Ohio General Assembly:  The Ohio House and Senate will hold committee hearings and sessions this week.  The House and Senate Education Committees are not meeting.

2) Harkin Selected Chair of Senate Education:  Senator Tom Harkin from Iowa will replace the late Senator Ted Kennedy as chair of the Senate Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions Committee. Senator Harkin will continue to chair the Senate Appropriations Committee subcommittee on Labor, Health and Human Services, and Education.

Senator Harkin is known for his support for special education, and recently re-introduced legislation with Senator Pat Roberts that calls for "full-funding" of the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA). Until recently federal funding for special education through IDEA has totaled approximately 17 percent. When IDEA was first approved by Congress in 1975, the federal contribution to states was determined to be at least 40 percent of the average per-student cost for students with disabilities.  This is referred to as "full funding" of IDEA. Federal funding for IDEA has temporarily increased to 34 percent as a result of economic-stimulus money.

3) 2009 PDK/Gallup Poll Results:  Phi Delta Kappa International/Gallup released the results of their annual poll on August 26, 2009.  (41st Annual PDK/Gallup Poll of the Public's Attitudes Toward the Public Schools).  The topics for this year's survey were selected by a bipartisan group of education experts and include the following:  Grading our schools; No Child Left Behind; Charter Schools; Teachers; Dropouts; Early childhood education/preschool; Innovation - Moving in the right direction; Economic stimulus; and Schools and the news media.

As in previous years most respondents gave grades of A and B to their local public schools (51 percent).  32 percent gave their local schools a C, but only 3 percent rated their schools failing.  When asked about the quality of public schools nationally, 19 percent gave schools an A or B, and 55 percent gave schools a C.

The following are other highlights from the poll results:

*Biggest problems facing schools:  Lack of funding (32 percent), followed by lack of discipline (10 percent), and overcrowding (9

percent) were cited most by respondents when asked to rate the biggest problems facing schools. Funding has been reported as the biggest problem for the past ten years. In another question 71 percent of respondents cited lack of money as a factor that keeps public schools from "moving on the right track."

*No Child Left Behind:  Support for NCLB declined from 2008. 24 percent of respondents gave NCLB an unfavorable rating compared to 15 percent in 2008. 24 percent reported that they "Don't know enough about it."

*Testing:  66 percent support an annual test in grades 3-8 to track student progress. 66 of respondents also support use of a single national standardized test to track student progress rather than a test developed by their state.

*Charter schools: 64 percent of respondents support charter schools, but respondents are unsure about how charter schools operate and whether or not charter schools are public schools; are able to teach religion; can charge tuition; or can select students on the basis of ability.

*Teachers: 72 percent of respondents favor merit pay for teachers and support using factors such as advanced degrees, student academic achievement, and administrator evaluations to determine pay. 78 percent of respondents also support paying beginning teachers with a bachelor's degree and teaching certificate more than $35,000 per year.

*Dropouts: 89 percent agree that the dropout rate is the most important or one of the most important issues facing high schools. 

Respondents believe that contributing factors that cause students to leave school include failing too many classes (83 percent), and seeking a job or becoming a parent (80 percent). To keep students in school most respondents support "Making high school classes more interesting."

*Early Childhood Education/Preschool:  81 percent of respondents support making Kindergarten compulsory, while 18 percent oppose it. 

58 percent of respondents would be willing to pay more taxes to fund free preschool programs for students whose parents are unable to pay. 

42 percent oppose increasing taxes.

*Stimulus funding: 46 percent of respondents favor using the federal stimulus funds to prevent teacher layoffs, and 36 percent support providing more support for low-performing schools.

PDK is a global association of education professionals and has conducted this poll with Gallup annually since 1969. The 2009 findings are based on telephone interviews conducted in June 2009 with a national sample of 1,003 American adults.  The poll results are available at www.pdkpoll.org.

4) OECD Releases Report on Children's Welfare:  The Organization for Economic Co-Operation and Development (OECD) released on September 1,

2009 a report called "Doing Better for Children". OECD was established in 1961 and is based in Paris.  Thirty countries are now members, including the United States.  The OECD brings together the governments of countries committed to democracy and the market economy to compare policy experiences, seek answers to common problems, identify good practice and coordinate domestic and international policies.

The report includes a child well-being framework and compares outcome indicators for children in OECD member countries across six

dimensions: material well-being; housing and environment; education; health; risk behaviors; and quality of school life.

According to the report the U.S. has some of the industrial world's highest rates of infant mortality, teenage pregnancy, and child poverty.  The United States spends an average of $140,000 per child, which is more than the OECD average of $125,000. But, spending in the U.S. is higher for children between the ages of 12 and 17.  For children under age six the U.S. spends approximately $20,000 per child compared to an OEDC average of $30,000. The OECD recommends that the United States shift more of its public spending to its youngest children to improve their health and educational performance. The following are some highlights from the report:

Spending on Children:  Among OECD countries, France, Germany, Britain, and Belgium spend more on children than the U.S., while Switzerland, Ireland, Australia, and Italy spend less.

Infant Mortality:  The United States is a higher-income country with infant mortality rates above the OECD average. The infant mortality rate in the U.S. (6.8) is fourth-worst after Mexico, Turkey. and Slovakia, and more than the OECD average of 5.4.

Immunization Rate:  The vaccination rate for pertussis, children aged

2 (circa 2005) in the United States is 85.7 percent, while the OECD average is 93.8 percent.

Education Achievement:  American 15-year-old students rank seventh from the bottom on the OECD's measure of mean literacy performance, which is the average of the mathematics, reading, and science literacy scores on the PISA international test.  Reading literacy data was not available for the United States in 2006, and so the results for the U.S. are averages for mathematics and science literacy only.

Child poverty rates:  Child poverty rates in the U.S. are nearly double the OECD average, at 20.6 percent compared to 12.4 percent.

The rate of teen fertility:  Rates of teen births are higher in Mexico, the United States, and Turkey, and three to four times the OECD average. Japan, Korea, Switzerland, and the Netherlands have the lowest rates of teenage birth rates.

The report is available at www.oecd.org/els/social/childwellbeing.

5)  News from the ODE:  The Ohio Department of Education provides information about conferences, award programs, and initiatives on its web site.  The following are recent announcements:

*Character education conference and grant program deadline announced: 

The Ohio Partners in Character Education (OPCE), a nonprofit organization sponsored by the Ohio Better Business Bureaus and the Ohio Department of Education, are sponsoring the Ohio Schools of Character Summit on October 15, 2009 at the Vineyard Church of Columbus, 6000 Cooper Road, Westerville, OH.  The conference will include sessions on award-winning classroom practices for elementary through high school classrooms; character-based instructional strategies for improving learning, behavior, literacy and student engagement; and how to write applications for the 2009 Ohio School of Character Awards. The keynote speaker will be Jim Bisenius, who will describe how to coach children on responding to peers who bully.

The deadline to apply for the Ohio School or Character Award is December 1, 2009. Ohio finalists will be nominated to compete for a National School of Character award, sponsored by the Character Education Partnership. Only 10 schools (or districts) are given this national designation each year, with each receiving up to $10,000.

For information about the conference or the awards program visit http://www.charactereducationohio.org/. For information about the National Schools of Character award please visit http://www.character.org/nsoc.

*New documents Added to Resident Educator Web page: The Mentor Selection Guidance, Sample Mentor Application, and Guidance for Beginning Teachers documents have been posted on the Ohio Transition Resident Educator Program web page. Information about regional Instructional Mentoring Training Sessions will be available over the next few weeks. An informational session on the Transition program was held in August 2009, with more than 500 representatives attending.  A PowerPoint from the informational sessions is posted on the Transition Resident Educator Program page at http://www.ode.state.oh.us/GD/Templates/Pages/ODE/ODEDetail.aspx?Page=3&TopicRelationID=1260&Content=73410
*Gifted Funding FAQ coming: Information is being developed to answer questions regarding the funding of and the program and staffing requirements for gifted education per Am. Sub. HB1, the FY10-11 budget bill.  The ODE is currently developing a frequently asked questions document that will answer the following questions:

-Does my district have to spend on gifted education at the level provided through the Evidence-Based Model (EBM)?

-How does the gifted education support provided under the Evidence-Based Model (EBM) have to be used?

-What level of staff FTE are districts required to employ under the gifted coordinator factor and gifted intervention specialist factor?

-What consequences are there for my district if we do not maintain at least the level of spending from FY09's gifted education units?

*PASS Form update:  As set forth in Am. Sub. HB 1, the ODE is required to develop a new way to report information about state financing for school districts through the new Evidence-Based Model. 

The new format, called the PAthway to Student Success (PASS), will replace the SF-3 form.  A proposed PASS form is now available for preview in the "Evidence Based Funding Model Information" on the ODE web site at http://www.ode.state.oh.us/GD/Templates/Pages/ODE/ODEDetail.aspx?page=523.

6)  State Board of Education to Meet:  The State Board of Education, Debbie Cain president, will meet in Columbus at the Ohio School for the Deaf Conference Center on September 14 and 15, 2009.

The Executive Committee, chaired by Debbie Cain, will meet at 9:30 AM to discuss the evaluation from the July 2009 retreat; the proposed NASBE by-law changes; the election of NASBE Board of Directors; State Board recognitions for 2009-2010; and the possible locations for the

2009 State Board holiday dinner.

The Achievement Committee, chaired by Mike Collins, and the Capacity Committee chaired by Rob Hovis, will meet at 10:15 AM.

The Achievement Committee will discuss and approve a Resolution of Intent to Amend Rules 3301-32-01 to -13, School Age Child Care; receive an update on the standards revision; and  receive an overview of House Bill 1 responsibilities.

The Capacity Committee will discuss Rules 3301-25-01 to -05, -07 and -08, Educational Aide Permits; Teacher Residency Transition Plan; and receive an overview of House Bill 1 responsibilities.

The State Board will recognize the following outstanding Ohio Administrators in a ceremony that will be held at 11:15 AM:

-Elementary School Principal of the Year - Diane L. Kittelberger, Genoa Elementary, Perry Local School District -Middle School Principal of the Year - Felisha Cheatem, formerly Perkins Middle School principal; currently Akron East High School principal -Secondary Principal of the Year - James Schoenlein, formerly Kettering Fairmont High School principal; currently Kettering City Schools superintendent -BASA Betsy Cowles Award - Sarah Zatik, Parma City Schools superintendent -Superintendent of the Year - Harry Eastridge, ESC of Cuyahoga County superintendent (retired)

At 1:15 PM the State Board will hear a presentation on the State Board Report Card Recognition Program; hear reports from the Achievement and Capacity committees; review items for vote; receive an update on legislation and the state budget; and receive updates on the International Education Advisory Committee; NASBE New Member Institute;  NASBE Government Affairs; Early Childhood Center; and EMIS Advisory Board

A Chapter 119 Hearing will be held at 4:00 PM on Rule 3301-24-05, Teacher Leader and Urban Principal Endorsement Rule, and Rule 3301-27-01, Pupil Activity Program.

The Board will meet on September 15, 2009 starting at 8:30 AM. The 21st Century Learning Subcommittee, chaired by Steve Millett and Ann Womer Benjamin, and the Advocacy and Outreach Subcommittee, chaired by John Bender and Mary Rose Oakar, will meet in the morning. The full Board will meet at 9:30 AM to discuss and finalize the priorities and strategies outlined during the Board's July 2009 retreat.

The State Board will begin its business meeting at 10:30 AM, and immediately go into executive session.  After convening the public meeting, the Board will receive the report of the Superintendent of Public Instruction; accept public participation on agenda items; vote on the report and recommendations of the Superintendent of Public Instruction listed below; consider old and new business, receive reports from the 21st Century Learning Subcommittee and the Advocacy and Outreach Subcommittee; receive public participation on non-agenda items, and adjourn.

State Board of Education Resolutions

#8. Resolution of Intent to consider the proposed transfer of school district territory from the Kirtland Local School District, Lake County, to the Willoughby-Eastlake City School District Lake County.

#9. Resolution of Intent to amend Rules 3301-32-01 TO 3301-32-11 of the Administrative Code, to rescind and adopt Rule 3301-32-12 and to rescind Rule 3301-32-13 regarding School Child Programs.

#10. Resolution to approve the resolution of the Clear Fork Valley Local School District's Board of Education to sever the district from the territory of the Mid-Ohio Educational Service Center and annex to the territory of the Knox County Educational Service Center pursuant to Section 3311.059 of the Revised Code

#34. Resolution to amend Rule 3301-51-20, entitled Standards for Admission, Transfer, Suspension, and Expulsion - The Ohio School for the Blind and the Ohio School for the Deaf.

#35. Resolution of appointment to the Educator Standards Board.

#36. Resolution to accept the recommendation of the hearing officer determining that William McKinney, DBA Premier Education Services, failed to establish that he was the operator of the Premier Academy of Ohio, and that no appeal is available pursuant to R.C. 3314.026.

7)  Bills Introduced:

HB275 Classroom Facilities Ranking (Huffmann):  Revises the method for calculating the annual school district equity rankings for classroom facilities assistance and declares an emergency.
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