Candidate Questions for 2010 General Election 


Governor

1. Ohio is facing a huge budget deficit for the FYs ending in 2012 and 2013.  What specific revenues increases would you support and what cuts would you make to balance the budget?

2. What should be done to ensure that all community schools and nonpublic schools that accept state financial support (including vouchers) are accountable to the public?

3. What would you propose, if anything, to change Ohio’s tax structure?

Lieutenant Governor

1. What are the strengths you would bring to the office of lieutenant governor?

2. How would you define “regionalism”?  Would you support using that concept of regionalism as a way to make local government in Ohio more efficient? 

3. What specific functions of state government can be performed better by contracting with the private sector?  What specific functions of state government should not be contracted out to the private sector?  

Secretary of State 

1. What election reforms do you support?

2. Do you believe the Secretary of State should avoid involvement in partisan politics and, if so, what steps would you take to accomplish this?

3. How will you ensure fair, honest, and impartial election administration in Ohio?

4. Who do you believe are disenfranchised voters and how would you ensure their right to vote?

5. As a member of the Apportionment Board, what approaches would you support to ensure an open, fair and transparent process for redistricting?
Attorney General

1. What enforcement areas do you view as your priorities?

2. Are there additional responsibilities you would want added to the office of the Attorney General?  If so, what would they be?

3. What would you do to enforce Ohio’s sunshine laws and open-records policy, given increased difficulty in accessing public records?
Treasurer

1. What additional safeguards will you put in place to protect public investments?  What are your investment strategies that would safely maximize the rate of return?

2. What would be your investment policy—to invest at a higher rate outside Ohio, or to support Ohio businesses, even though the return might be lower?  Please explain.
3. What criteria would you use to select among equally qualified investment vehicles?
Auditor 

1. What would you do to enforce Ohio’s sunshine laws and open-records policy, given increased difficulty in accessing public records?

2. What are your priorities for the auditor’s office?

3. How would you help local and state government agencies deal with the fiscal challenges they are facing today?

4. As a member of the Apportionment Board, what approaches would you support to ensure an open, fair and transparent process for redistricting?

Supreme Court Justice/Chief Justice

1. How do you define "judicial independence," and how important is it to our judicial system?  What measures ensure an independent judiciary?

2. Would you recuse yourself if a party before you had made a significant judicial campaign expenditure toward your election?  Please explain.

3. What do you perceive to be the greatest obstacle to justice in Ohio?
U.S. Senator

1. What is the role of the federal government in regulating the private sector?

2. How will you address the challenges and opportunities to the United States posed by unauthorized immigrants? 

3. What specific functions of the federal government can be performed better by contracting with the private sector?  What specific functions of the federal government should not be contracted out to the private sector?

Regional/County Offices

U.S. House of Representatives

1. What is the role of the federal government in regulating the private sector?

2. How will you address the challenges and opportunities to the United States posed by unauthorized immigrants?

3. What specific functions of the federal government can be performed better by contracting with the private sector?  What specific functions of the federal government should not be contracted out to the private sector?

Ohio House of Representatives

1. Ohio is facing a huge budget deficit for the FYs ending in 2012 and 2013.  What specific revenue increases would you support and what cuts would you make to balance the budget?

2. What should be done to ensure that all community schools and nonpublic schools that accept state financial support (including vouchers) are accountable to the public?

3. What would you propose, if anything, to change Ohio’s tax structure?

Ohio Senate

1. Ohio is facing a huge budget deficit for the FYs ending in 2012 and 2013.  What specific revenue increases would you support and what cuts would you make to balance the budget?

2. What should be done to ensure that all community schools and nonpublic schools that accept state financial support (including vouchers) are accountable to the public?

3. What would you propose, if anything, to change Ohio’s tax structure?

Ohio Court of Appeals

1. How do you define "judicial independence," and how important is it to our judicial system?  What measures ensure an independent judiciary?

2. Would you recuse yourself if a party before you had made a significant judicial campaign expenditure toward your election?  Please explain.

3. What do you perceive to be the greatest obstacle to justice in Ohio?
State Board of Education
1. What can the State Board of Education do to ensure that all school districts comply with Operating Standards for Ohio's Schools?

2. What can the State Board of Education do to ensure that all community schools and nonpublic schools that accept state financial support (including vouchers) are accountable to the public?

3. What can the State Board of Education do to ensure a public school funding system that provides a realistic level of state funding, which meets the educational needs of students?
