Testimony on SJR 6, Redistricting Reform

Before the Senate State and Local Government and Veterans Affairs Committee

The Honorable Gary Cates, Chair

Presented by Ann Henkener on behalf of the

Ohio League of Women Voters

The League has a long history of supporting reform on redistricting, regardless of which political party is advocating reform.  The two political parties have had a long history of serial support of redistricting – first one party and then the other party, but not both parties at the same time.  Because redistricting is so important to all citizens, not just Republicans or Democrats, it is something that should be addressed in a bi-partisan manner. 


In the 126th General Assembly, the League supported many of the concepts that were embodied in HJR 13 from that session.  A bill similar to HJR 13 has been introduced as HJR 4 in the current session.  While not a perfect bill, HJR 4 provides a better structure for achieving a fair redistricting process and for achieving representation reflective of the concerns of Ohio citizens.  This would include, and the League supports, assigning redistricting power to an independent commission; public participation in the process; compactness balanced with competitiveness; protecting communities of interest; performing redistricting only once each decade, after the census; and, of course, adherence to all Constitutional and Voting Rights Act requirements.  SJR 6 addresses only the last three of these goals.  

As a broad policy, the League believes that any redistricting process should not permit either political party to manipulate the process to gain advantage disproportionate to its strength in the electorate. We believe in a process that does not involve “sweetheart gerrymandering” – a process by which both parties divide the state into a predetermined number of seats that are safe for each party.   Rather, the process should produce a plan that produces the maximum number of competitive seats, while still respecting communities of interest.  In that way shifts in the political will of the electorate will be followed by changes in representation to reflect those shifts.  The League believes in maximizing public input and involvement in the process, and making the process as transparent to the public as possible.

The League encourages this committee to work in a bi-partisan way to develop a process by which Ohio’s general assembly and congressional representatives are truly representative of the voters of Ohio and accountable to them.  The voters will select their representatives rather than the representatives selecting their voters.

Thank you for the opportunity to share our concerns.  I would be happy to answer any question you may have.

