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Chairman Manning, Vice Chair Bird, Ranking Member Robinson, and members of the Primary
and Secondary Education Committee: Thank you for allowing me to testify today. My name is
Nazek Hapasha. I am the Policy Affairs Manager at the League of Women Voters of Ohio, and I
am proud and honored to testify in support of SB 181 on behalf of the League.
The League of Women Voters believes that the government has the responsibility to provide
equality of opportunity for education for all persons regardless of their religion. (Read LWV’s
full position on equality of opportunity.) We have a long history of advocating for equitable
school funding, and for programs that would establish equal opportunity for girls and women in
education and in school athletics. Today, we are excited at the opportunity to further that work
by advocating for equality in sports for all Ohio’s children, regardless of religious practice or
expression.
Children readily identifiable as a religious minority have been barred from sports competitions in
Ohio or have been burdened with excessive regulations at the whim of sports officials without
reason. This often tragically prevents young children from even trying to participate in sports and
makes them feel ostracized. As a practicing Muslim woman myself, who has spent more than 15
years working with young people of all ages in the Muslim community, I can personally testify
to the immense value that this bill brings to Ohio’s children. Like other minorities, Muslim
American children can face immense bias that causes them to struggle with their identity, often
leading to long term mental and emotional health problems. 1 Many studies have found, however,
that experiences through sports which allow for children of different backgrounds to
meaningfully interact helps to overcome implicit biases and racist stereotypes. 2 Additionally,
sports are critical to the development of children. Participation in sports not only helps ensure
good physical health, but is an excellent way to foster social, emotional, and mental health in
children. It has been found to be an especially helpful tool in promoting the self-worth and selfesteem of children who are of different racial and religious minorities. 1,3
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Barriers to participation in sports must be removed. I ask you to consider my testimony and vote
yes on this important piece of legislation that will promote inclusivity and is vital to the
education, health, and well-being of all children in Ohio. Thank you again for the opportunity to
submit written testimony.
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