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Letters to the Editor: Resources + Best Practices

BASIC MODEL

TIPS

Subject line:
e Include in your email
e Editors can include it in their LTE section

Essentialize your main argument
e Pick one thing you really want readers to
understand
e Everything else you’re saying is support
for that argument

Intro + reason for writing:
e Who you are and why the amendment is
important to ~ you ~ OR
e Who you are and why you have a unique
or interesting POV

Keep your letter concise + brief
e 200-300 words- check to see if your paper
has a word limit before writing
e Stick with one idea - don't list all the
reasons gerrymandering is bad or the
amendment is good
e Don'tinclude attachments

Why does this matter now?
e Why should people in your community
care?
e How is this relevant in this moment?

Proof for typos and accurate grammar
e Bonus if you can get someone else to
proofread your letter
e If you are writing as a League leader,
please share with Elisabeth so we can
sign off

Connect your issue to community issues of
salience:
e What's happening around you that people
are passionate about?

Write for a general audience
e Don’t get in the weeds
e Don’t make assumptions about what
people know
o Write from a nonpartisan orientation

Provide facts
e Include sources/citations if possible

Provide your name and contact info
o Check submission guidelines for the
paper to be sure you are giving them what
they ask for- usually name, address, and
phone number so the paper can follow up
with you

What do you want?

e Finish with a call to action to readers-
Check your registration ahead of the
deadline, mark your calendar for the next
election, etc

e If writing as a League representative,
share your League’s website or social

Don’t give up if your letter isn’t published
the first time you submit it
e Check to be sure you're following the
paper’s guidelines and that your letter is
accurate and engaging
e Update to current circumstances
e Resubmit!




media handles so people can get more
information

Don'’t be discouraged if your letter isn’t published! It is still sending an important message to
media that the amendment has support, which impacts how much coverage it gets. More letters
sent = more coverage for the issue you are advocating for.

Ohio media outlets: contact information
NORTHEAST OHIO
Akron Beacon Journal vop@thebeaconjournal.com
Alliance Review 330-821-1200
Ashland Times-Gazette letters@times-gazette.com
Ashtabula Star-Beacon Submit a Letter
Canton Repository letters@cantonrep.com
Cleveland Plain Dealer Submit a Letter
Coshocton Tribune Submit a Letter

Elyria Chronicle-Telegram letters@chroniclet.com

Lisbon Morning Journal Submit a Letter

Lorain Morning Journal letters@morningjournal.com
Mansfield News Journal Submit a Letter

Massillon Independent |etters@indeonline.com
Medina Gazette letters@medina-gazette.com
Ravenna Record-Courier editor@recordpub.com
Salem News Submit a Letter

Steubenville Herald-Star Submit a Letter

Warren Tribune Chronicle Submit a L etter
Willoughby News-Herald comment@news-herald.com
Wooster Daily Record |etters@the-daily-record.

NORTHWEST OHIO
Bellefontaine Examiner tjhubbard@examiner.org

Bryan Times Submit a Letter

Bowling Green Sentinel-Tribune:letters@sentinel-tribune.com
Bucyrus Telegraph-Forum Submit a Letter

Daily Chief Union Submit a Letter

Daily Standard Submit a Letter

Defiance Crescent-News Submit a Letter

Findlay Courier |etterstotheeditor@thecourier.com
Fremont News-Messenger Submit a Letter
Kenton Times Submit a Letter

Lima News Submit a Letter

Miami Valley Today Submit a Letter

Port Clinton News-Herald Submit a Letter



mailto:vop@thebeaconjournal.com
mailto:letters@times-gazette.com
https://www.starbeacon.com/site/forms/online_services/letter/
mailto:letters@cantonrep.com
https://www.cleveland.com/opinion/2014/08/submit_a_letter_to_the_plain_d.html
https://static.coshoctontribune.com/feedback/
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https://www.morningjournalnews.com/submit-news/
mailto:letters@morningjournal.com
https://static.mansfieldnewsjournal.com/feedback/
http://letters@indeonline.com
mailto:letters@medina-gazette.com
mailto:editor@recordpub.com
https://www.salemnews.net/submit-news/
https://www.heraldstaronline.com/submit-news/
https://www.tribtoday.com/submit-news/
mailto:comment@news-herald.com
mailto:letters@the-daily-record.com
mailto:tjhubbard@examiner.org
https://www.bryantimes.com/site/forms/online_services/letter_editor/
mailto:letters@sentinel-tribune.com
https://static.bucyrustelegraphforum.com/feedback/
https://www.dailychiefunion.com/letter-to-the-editor/
mailto:newsdept@dailystandard.com
https://www.crescent-news.com/site/forms/online_services/letter_editor/
mailto:letterstotheeditor@thecourier.com
https://static.thenews-messenger.com/feedback/
https://www.kentontimes.com/letter-to-the-editor/
https://www.limaohio.com/formeditor/
https://miamivalleytoday.com/submit-a-letter-to-the-editor/
https://static.portclintonnewsherald.com/feedback/

Sandusky Register regforum@sanduskyreqister.com
Sidney Daily News Submit a Letter

St.Marys Evening Leader Submit a Letter
Toledo Blade letters@theblade.com

Van Wert Times Bulletin egebert@timesbulletin.com

CENTRAL OHIO

Chillicothe Gazette Submit a Letter

Columbus Dispatch Submit a Letter

Delaware Gazette Submit a Letter

Lancaster Eagle-Gazette Submit a Letter
Morrow County Sentinel Submit a Letter

Mount Vernon News samantha.scoles@mountvernonnews.com
Newark Advocate Submit a Letter

Marion Star Submit a Letter

Washington C.H. Record-Herald Submit a Letter
Zanesville Times Recorder Submit a Letter

SOUTHEAST OHIO
Athens Messenger info@athensmessenger.com

Athens News Submit a Letter

Daily Jeffersonian newsroom@daily-jeff.com
Dayton Daily News Submit a Letter
Gallipolis Daily Tribune Submit a Letter
Ironton Tribune Submit a Letter

Logan Daily News Submit a Letter

Marietta Times Submit a Letter

Martins Ferry Times Leader Submit a Letter
Pomeroy Daily Sentinel Submit a Letter
Portsmouth Daily Times Submit a Letter

SOUTHWEST OHIO
Cincinnati Enquirer Submit a Letter

Daily Advocate cchalmers@aimmedianetwork.com
Daily Court Reporter dcr120@bex.net

Dayton Daily News edletter@daytondailynews.com
Fairborn Daily Herald Submit a Letter

Hamilton Journal-News Submit a Letter

Hillsboro Times-Gazette Submit a Letter
Springfield News-Sun Submit a Letter

Xenia Daily Gazette Submit a Letter

Wilmington News-Journal Submit a | etter



mailto:regforum@sanduskyregister.com
https://www.sidneydailynews.com/formeditor/
https://www.theeveningleader.com/site/forms/online_services/letter_editor/
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https://www.daytondailynews.com/opinion/sendletter/
https://www.wvnews.com/site/forms/online_services/letter/letter_editor/
https://www.irontontribune.com/letters-to-editor/
https://www.logandaily.com/site/forms/online_services/letter/
https://www.mariettatimes.com/submit-news/
https://www.timesleaderonline.com/submit-news/
https://www.wvnews.com/prestoncountynews/opinion/letter-to-the-editor-policy/article_a0b0fa93-c822-5ef5-8be0-980e8d1b923b.html
https://www.portsmouth-dailytimes.com/formeditor/
https://static.cincinnati.com/letter/
mailto:cchalmers@aimmedianetwork.com
mailto:dcr120@bex.net
mailto:edletter@daytondailynews.com
https://www.fairborndailyherald.com/formeditor/
https://www.journal-news.com/news/how-to-submit-letters-to-the-editor-of-the-journal-news-in-butler-county-ohio/IO6LYZ6I5BAP7LJEVMBDMAYNHY/
https://www.timesgazette.com/formeditor/
https://www.springfieldnewssun.com/news/local/letters-the-editor/Wq8mL9ix1VmW5LQ2NOmqgM/
https://www.xeniagazette.com/formeditor/
https://www.wnewsj.com/formeditor/

