
Nearly 4,000 people attended hearings
Over 500 people gave testimony
Mapmakers received thousands and thousands of
emails and phone calls
50,000 postcards were sent to elected officials
Nearly 300 people attended Fair Map Day at the
statehouse

As feared, we faced challenges to our advocacy for fair
maps right from the start. Census data was delayed by
the pandemic, last-minute attempts to thwart the
constitutional amendments were made, bipartisan
conversations fell apart, and most decisions were made
behind closed doors. We fought hard, were loud, and
made our voices known. Nonpartisan advocates for fair
districts were met with secrecy, hostility, and blatant
disregard for the redistricting reform laws.

It’s disheartening to see political power grabs to take
priority over voters’ best interests. Thank you to
everyone for sticking it out through this long and
difficult process. Volunteers were the backbone of
these efforts. 

The Fight for Fair Maps Goes on
By Lisa Wurm
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Over 150 people signed up to be volunteer speakers 
Over 80 volunteers were trained on mapping software and hosted dozens of community mapping
sessions throughout the state resulting in hundreds of community maps. 
50 maps were submitted for both state and congressional maps for Fair District’s Mapping
Competition
Fair Districts was featured in national outlets such as the NY Times and National CBS news and
received over 300 news media hits

 
The ACLU of Ohio, on behalf of Fair Districts coalition partners the League of Women Voters of Ohio, A.
Philip Randolph Institute, and individual voters filed lawsuits challenging Ohio’s egregiously
gerrymandered state and congressional maps. Currently, the Ohio Supreme Court is deciding next
steps for the current Ohio state House and Senate maps. 
 
While we wait for a decision, Fair Districts will look at options for whatever happens next. Stay tuned for
updates at fairdistrictohio.org 



The first year of the 134th General
Assembly has come to a close. Here is the
status of some bills that LWV Ohio has
been following and/or working on, by
category, since our last newsletter. 
 
Elections & Democracy
Two elections bills have been introduced
in the House to significantly change voting
registration and election administration.
Democrats have dubbed HB 294 (Seitz-R;
Ray-R) an attack on democracy, and many progressive organizations have followed suit, but the
League maintains a neutral stance on the bill. The League has called for the removal of provisions in
HB 294 that restrict the use of ballot drop boxes and shorten the time to return a mail-in ballot.
Nonetheless, we believe that HB 294 is an imperfect solution to a major policy problem in Ohio that
has already actively disenfranchised countless voters - the supplemental process, otherwise known as
the voter purge. Automated Voter Registration, a major aspect of HB 294, would make great strides in
eliminating wrongful voter purges in Ohio, thus increasing voter registration rates and voter turnout
rates, especially among historically disenfranchised groups and young voters. Other positive
provisions include allowing an elector to provide an electronic utility bill or bank statement as a form
of Voter ID, codifying Election Administration Plans before each presidential primary and general
election, and the removing the requirement that a 17 year old HS student be a senior in order to
serve as a precinct election official. 
 
LWVO is firmly opposed to HB 387 (Dean-R), which would set back Ohio's early voting system decades
by completely eliminating ballot drop boxes; shortening the early voting period to just six days;
requiring a valid excuse to cast an absentee ballot; and banning the mailing of absentee ballot
applications to all Ohio voters. Furthermore, it requires an elector to provide a photo ID to register to
vote and to vote in any manner whether on Election Day or by absentee ballot. It was referred to the
House Government Oversight Committee after being introduced in August but has yet to have any
hearings.  
 
There has been no movement on a number of bills that LWVO supports including SB 14, to modernize
and improve security of voter registration systems; HB 55, which would allow virtual committee
meetings for legislators; HB 56 to require face coverings in the Ohio Statehouse; and HB 310 to
establish a means of hearing virtual testimony.
 
Criminal Justice
The League submitted testimony in support of abolishing the death penalty in the first quarter of this
General Assembly. Since then SB103 has been at a standstill in committee but HB183 had several
committee meetings through the fall.   
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The League offered testimony in support of SB 183, which would create a pathway to expungement for
individuals who were forced to commit crimes while they were being trafficked. A substitute bill has
since been introduced which adds an additional layer of scrutiny for expungement for higher level
felonies. Senator Fedor, one of the sponsors of the bipartisan bill, says it incorporates many of the
suggestions raised in committee and represents a compromise between different stakeholders.
Companion legislation has been introduced in the House (HB 319) but there have been no committee
hearings.
 
Education
The League continues to be a strong partner in the fight against House Bills 322 and 327. These bills
are part of a growing campaign to prohibit and censor honesty in education, and collectively prohibit
the teaching, instructing, promoting, and advocating of “prohibited” and/or “divisive” concepts in public
schools and universities, and political subdivisions. Advocates proclaim that these bills are an attempt
to hide difficult truths and realities about our past and present, and deny students their voice and
identity. The bills have both had hearings during the last quarter of this GA; HB 322 has been amended
while a substitute bill was accepted for HB 327. Changes in SUB HB 327 include a clarification of certain
terms and a new process for K-12 districts to recover funds that were withdrawn for violations.
Changes for higher education in SUB HB 327 include the removal of restrictions around the teaching,
instruction, and training of “divisive concepts” for higher education; the addition of a prohibition
against requiring a “divisive concept” course as part of a major or program; and the addition of an
appeals process for students who felt they were subjected to indoctrination. 
 
Gun Safety
 In June the Ohio Supreme Court ruled that school personnel cannot carry a gun on school property
without the required training and/or experience. That decision practically voided HB 99, a widely
unpopular bill that would allow authorization of certain school personnel to carry a weapon without
completing the required firearms training - until it was amended to overrule the Supreme Court
decision. HB 99 passed the House in November and is awaiting committee hearings in the Senate.
LWVO opposes the arming of school personnel under any circumstances. However, as Ohio legislation
currently makes arming school personnel legal, LWVO supports the following regulations and
considerations when arming school personnel: determining parameters; transparency; stakeholder
views; funding & liability; storage; school personnel selection; and training. The League submitted
opposition testimony during the bills initial hearings as well as after the SUB bill was introduced. 
 
HB 227, which would allow Ohioans to carry a concealed gun/weapon without a license, passed the
House in November. Additionally, a companion bill - SB 215 - was introduced and had two hearings
during the last quarter. The League of Women Voters believes that the proliferation of handguns and
semi-automatic assault weapons in the United States is a major health and safety threat to its citizens,
and opposes legislation to Carry a Concealed Handgun (CCW). Opposition testimony has been
submitted for HB 227. ammunition (HB 471/SB 265). Meanwhile common sense measures like an
extreme risk protection order have not been afforded even one committee hearing. 

 - - -
Are you interested in advocating on an issue you're passionate about? 

Check out the Advocacy Corner of the LWV Ohio webpage for more information.
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Election Update By Nazek Hapasha

Aftab Pureval (D), formerly Hamilton County Clerk of Courts, became the first Asian American
mayor of Cincinnati in the city’s history.
In Dayton, Mayor Nan Whaley (D) did not seek re-election because she is running for Governor in
2022. Jeffrey Mims Jr. won that race. 
Former State Senator Peggy Lehner returned to elective office as the mayor of Kettering.
Lima has its first female and first African American mayor, Sharetta Smith. 
The passage rate for school funding ballot issues rose this year to 81% compared to 56% in the
2020 General Election. Ninety-nine requests were on the ballot, 80 of which passed. 

Now that county boards of elections have certified results, LWV Ohio has gathered local election
highlights from around the state, and has compiled voter registration and turnout rates from across
Ohio’s 88 counties to better identify trends and issues.
 
Poll Workers: Weeks before the election it became clear that Ohio had a severe shortage of poll
workers. On October 13, Ohio was 40% short of the number of poll workers needed. A call put out by
Secretary of State LaRose helped ease the shortage. By October 25 the state had met about 75% of its
goal. Still, shortages remained in several counties including Lucas, Jefferson, Montgomery, and
Hamilton. Oftentimes the issue was that there was an imbalance, with some rural counties needing
more Democrats working as poll workers and urban counties reporting a lack of Republicans.
 
Races/Issues: Election day 2021 featured two special congressional elections, mayoral races in several
large cities, judicial seats, and local ballot issues. In Ohio’s 11th Congressional District, Councilwoman
Shontel Brown (D) defeated Laverne Gore, receiving nearly 80% of the vote in the race to replace
former Congresswoman and current Secretary of Housing and Urban Development Marcia Fudge (D).
The special election of the 15th Congressional District to replace former Congressman Steve Stivers
was won by Republican Mike Carey, who received 58.3% of the vote compared to 41.7%, received by
State Representative Allison Russo (D). Mike Carey also easily prevailed over a crowded Republican
primary with 10 other candidates with an endorsement from former President Donald Trump. 
There was many local election highlights across the state including:  

 
Voter Turnout: The average voter turnout rate across Ohio was 25.34%. Although there was a wide
range across the entire state, voter turnout for 64 of Ohio’s 88 counties fell in the range of 20% to 30%.
13 counties reported voter turnout rates between 30% and 40%, with Sandusky County a far outlier at
75.23%. 11 counties reported voter turnout rates between 15% and 20%. Higher voter turnout rates
were generally seen in Ohio’s smallest counties (according to the number of registered voters). The five
smallest counties in Ohio had an average voter turnout rate of 31.8%, whereas the voter turnout rate
of counties with more than 100,000 registered voters was primarily under 30%.  
 
Data for Absentee votes cast (which includes votes cast early in-person and by mail) was available for
79 counties at the time this article was written. Of them, the average rate for absentee votes cast
showed a wide range and distribution from 1 absentee vote cast in Jefferson County to 44.69% in
Jackson County, with an average of 21.94%. Among Ohio’s largest 10 counties there was a wide range;
most were below the average although Cuyahoga County was an outlier with 35.83% of ballots cast via
absentee vote. Notably, Cuyahoga County voters who cast an absentee ballot heavily favored mail in
voting; over 90% of absentee ballots cast were vote by mail. Otherwise, Ohio’s absentee voters
generally favor early in-person voting. Only 16 counties had higher vote by mail numbers than early in
office voting. 
 
A complete compilation of voter turnout rates compiled by LWV Ohio is available on our website.
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If you have questions about year-end giving or the
different ways to give, please contact LWVO
Development Director Sherry Rose at
srose@lwvohio.org.

DONATE TODAY!
Yes, I want to support the work of the LWVO!

 $25   $50   $100   $250   $500   Other ___
Gifts can be made payable to:

 LWVO (non-tax deductible)
 LWVO Education Fund (tax-deductible)
 Split evenly between LWVO and LWVO Education Fund

You can also donate at www.lwvohio.org and click
‘‘Donate.” Thank you!
 
Name:_______________________________________
Address:_____________________________________
City:_________________State:_________Zip:______
Tel:__________________________________________
Email:________________________________________

Please return to: League of Women Voters of
Ohio, 100 East Broad Street, Suite 1310,

Columbus, OH 43215

Did you know….
30 % of all non-profit giving happens in the month of December!? So it is not only the most
wonderful time of the year, but the most important time of the year for non-profits like LWVO. 

Without our amazing donors, we could NOT provide Vote411, Know Your Ohio Government, Learn
Over Lunch, State Convention, education materials, translation services, internships – all of services
we provide to our members each year. 

We rely on the generosity of donors to cover our operating expenses such as rent, equipment,
marketing, payroll, benefits - just to name a few. Supporters have so many ways to give. Visit
https://www.lwvohio.org/eoy2021 to make a direct contribution or you can mail donations to the
office, however…

Here are two (2) DIFFERENT ways for you to help this year: 

Required Minimum Distribution (RMD): According the IRS code, “Required Minimum Distributions
(RMDs) generally are minimum amounts that a retirement plan account owner must withdraw
annually starting with the year that he or she reaches 72 (70 ½ if you reach 70 ½ before January 1,
2020), if later, the year in which he or she retires." An RMD which is directly donated to a qualified
charity is considered a Qualified Charitable Distribution (QCD). QCDs up to $100,000 are NOT
considered taxable income. After the 2020 tax law changes, many people take advantage of the
higher standard deduction. This means if you claim the standard deduction, you are not allowed to
itemize items such as charitable donations. However, since QCDs are not includable in income - the
QCD is also not deductible. As such, the QCD can remain an option for your charitable giving,
even if you claim the standard deduction in a given year.

Monthly Giving: A monthly giving program is a recurring donation program where donors can
automatically donate a specific amount on a monthly basis. Monthly donations help non-profits
generate a steady stream of financial support while assisting the donor spread the cost over a period
of time. Becoming a monthly donor is as easy as checking a box (see below) on the donation form
found at: https://www.lwvohio.org/eoy2021
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Are you considering starting a new League? LWVO is offering new options for those interested in
exploring different structures. A group of At-Large members can form an At-Large Chapter/Group
(ALU), with fewer administrative duties than a formal local League. The LWVO Membership
Committee provides support for increasing diversity and growing membership in under-represented
areas. We helped establish three At-Large Units: Twinsburg City, East Butler County, and Erie County.
To request more information and an application form, contact the state League office at 614-469-
1505 or marthaklienfelter@gmail.com and mmostafa@lwvohio.org. 
 
Hear from our new At-Large Units!

The Newsletter of the League of Women Voters of Ohio 

Ohio Voter
Bringing League To Your Community! 

“During the 2020 election cycle, it was apparent that many Butler
County areas lacked voter information resources. Susan Fuson and
Mariann Penska secured an ALU in April 2021. Our goals have been
building membership, voter registration, and letting people know we’re
here as their voting resource. We attended local events and even
marched in a parade! 2022 will be a big year as we increase county
voter registration and get out the vote. For information on joining us, or
to be added to our mailing list, contact Susan Fuson @ 513-258-8911,
susanfuson84@gmail.com or Mariann Penska at 513-226-3114,
mpenska@hotmail.com. Please visit us on Facebook at East Butler
County League of Women Voters!” - Mariann Penska

Youth in Action (YIA) is an arm of the League of Women Voters of
Ohio (LWVO) dedicated to empowering young people (15-25) with the
civic knowledge and skills to advance democracy. YIA aims to educate
young people through speakers, panels, workshops, and
conversation, as well as ask members to choose issues related to the
LWVO's work and develop strategies and tactics for creating civic
change. YIA aims to activate the power and potential that young
people, as the future of democracy, hold in Ohio. Please join us for
bi-weekly general body meetings on Sunday at 11 am. RSVP at
https://rb.gy/1kjr4ito to attend meetings! For questions, please
email at Erykaharper@gmail.com.

“The Twinsburg League became official in September. As a member of Hudson League, I noted that while we
are neighbors, we are very different communities with different demographics. Carol O’Conner, President of
Hudson League, has been a wonderful mentor and I remain involved with that group. Twinsburg’s first
project was a voter forum for the local school board. In spite of the challenges, we were very successful:
good attendance, no dark spots, and the whole community participated. 
 
Now we’re getting organized. Our dedicated group is addressing the reality of functioning as an influence in
the community, and feel we’re on the right path. Our next task is to get more folks to join us and then plan
for the future. We’ll begin Zoom meetings in January. Stay tuned for more news as we grow.” - Marti Franks

Youth In Action  
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The Road Ahead for Voter
Services
The message from the LWVO Voter Services
committee….”Strap in!”. With a surprising
do-not-collaborate clause in the Ohio
budget bill; gerrymandered districts still in
place; and an increasingly polarized
narrative from our General Assembly, 2022
will require the best from us. I am so proud
of what we accomplished in ‘21 - updating
the Voter Guide handbook; strengthening
(in spite of all) our partnerships with Boards
of Election; and elevating your voices, as we
navigate a very new landscape for non-
partisanship. You have shown up with your
conviction and your smarts and your
excellent ideas…and we are a stronger team
because of it. In ‘22, the VS committee
pledges to support you as very best we can -
with a discussion board on the website; with
further exploration of the work of the Ohio
Debate Commission; with
speakers/explainers from our good
government partners; and more. Watch in
January, for example, for guidance on
upcoming, statewide, primary races. We will
delve into the playbook from the Ohio
Debate Commission. We will figure out ways
to reach more diverse voters..even better.
We will make our way (possibly tiptoeing)
through whatever the legal winds bring us.
In honor of our predecessors in League, we
will be exhausted at times; we will have
each others’ backs.  
 
"The older I get, the greater power I seem to
have to help the world. I am like a snowball
– the further I am rolled the more I gain."
Susan B. Anthony
 
Happy New Year!
Debbie Schmieding, Voter Services
committee chair
 

A League of His Own...

Statewide, Michael managed events, programs, and
social media for LWV Ohio, and created the widely
acclaimed Lunching With The League series. He
worked with Fair Districts Ohio on communications,
statewide programming for the new 2020 district
maps, and was instrumental in collecting signatures
for the 2015 and 2018 redistricting reforms. Locally,
Michael managed public policy programming, local
candidate forums, annual meetings, communications,
and social media for Greater Cleveland and Shaker
Heights, having built an impressive repository of
more than 100 education programs. As a strategic
leader, Michael served on the boards of LWV Greater
Cleveland and Shaker Heights, Shaker Heights
Primary County Executive Committee, and was a
pivotal driver of the REAL TALK program.
 
Catherine LaCroix, Co-President, LWV Greater
Cleveland, remarked, “With Michael's impending
departure, I am working on replacements, and I find
that I will need six people to replace what he has
done by himself for Greater Cleveland.” 
 
As my colleague and my friend, Michael has defined
what it means to stand on principle and fight for what
is right and just. His energy is infectious and his fire is
inspiring. I don’t know League without Michael, and
am sad that I will.
 
It is with great pride, respect, and adoration that we
thank Michael for his tireless commitment to the
promise of a democracy that serves all Ohioans. We
wish Michael and Beth infinite joy and good health as
they write the “next chapter”.

In his ten years of unparalleled
service to the League of Women
Voters, Michael Baron has left an
indelible mark on LWV Ohio, LWV
Greater Cleveland, LWV Shaker
Heights, Fair Districts Ohio, REAL
TALK, and me.

By Cynthia Peeples
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From the President’s Desk 
What a year! Redistricting has been the focus of LWVO almost since the start
of the year. We entered the processes with, if not high hopes, at least hope.
Unfortunately, those hopes have been dashed.
 
In 2015, after four failed attempts in the past 30 years, an amendment
passed in all 88 counties by more than 70%, that created a new, bipartisan
commission to draw legislative districts that are compact and do not favor
one political party or another. With the passage of Issue 1, we had high hopes
that Ohio would no longer be a state marked by gerrymandering.
 
Then, in 2018, with almost 75% of the vote, another Issue 1 passed. This time
Ohio’s Congressional redistricting was addressed. Although this plan clearly
had some loopholes, proponents of the plan, including the League of Women
Voters of Ohio hoped that our Congressional districts would be drawn in a
way that did not continue to submit the state to further gerrymandering.

Unfortunately, in the case of both Legislative and Congressional redistricting, the pessimists and nay
sayers proved correct. There was little transparency in either redistricting effort. Hearings on the
legislative maps held by the Ohio Redistricting Commission were conducted sans maps and were
scheduled only during the day. Although the amendment forbids district plans from favoring or
disfavoring either political party the maps passed along party lines did, in fact favor the party drawing
the map. Despite our best efforts, testifying, presenting citizen drawn maps that met the spirit and
letter of the amendment, rallying, writing letters to the editor, and so much more, we are left with a
map that fails to meet the promise of the 2015 Issue 1.
 
If anything, the Congressional redistricting efforts were even more egregious. Little notice was given
of the public hearings (which were held in Columbus during usual business hours). Again, no maps
that could be analyzed were provided and citizen created maps that met the requirements were
ignored. Rallies, testimony and letters were also ignored and so, once again, our 15 Congressional
seats will be held by congress men and women who will select us, rather than us selecting them.
None of the maps were approved with support of the minority party. Therefore, our maps will be in
place for four, rather than 10 years.
 
Under the auspices of Fair Districts Ohio comprised of Common Cause Ohio, the League of Women
Voters of Ohio, Ohio A. Philip Randolph Institute, the Ohio Council of Churches, the Ohio Voter Rights
Coalition, and more thousands of advocates sent more than 50,000 postcards urging fair districts,
hundreds of Ohioans testified, submitted written testimony and attended hears. We don’t give up or
give in.
 
The fight is not over. A lawsuit has already been filed by the Ohio League and the ACLU challenging
both the legislative maps and the congressional one. We remain committed to Making Democracy
work © and know you will stand with all of us as we seek to achieve that goal.
 
Thank you!
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From the Executive Director, Jen Miller 
There is no way to sugarcoat the current reality. A global pandemic,
economic upheaval, struggling families, a near government shutdown,
gerrymandered districts. I could go on and on.
 
As I put 2021 in the rearview mirror and plan for the work ahead, I must
admit that I am a bit heartbroken. Our valiant effort to secure fair districts
has proven that too often people trying to do good are overpowered by
those who seek to continue systems of oppression, injustice, and greed. At
times like this, I often turn to find inspiration from the scholar bell hooks:
“To be truly visionary we have to root our imagination in our concrete
reality while simultaneously imagining possibilities beyond that reality.”
 

So the first step for preparing for 2022 is claiming the fact that most of us are a bit disillusioned and
tired. Despite filling hearing rooms, distributing 15,000 signs, sending 50,000 postcards, and having a
constant presence in the media, politicians in the party of power put their own political interests
before the people. It’s completely natural for us to feel disillusioned, but we must also acknowledge
what we have accomplished despite great odds. 
 
Together with partners, local Leagues, and all of you, we have presented over 270 events (virtual and
in-person) that were attended by over 50,000 people. We’ve been featured in over 300 news media
hits, including national outlets such as the NY Times and National CBS. Dues-paying membership is up
by 25%. We had a banner year for vote411 in terms of local League participation and the number of
voters using it. 10 League legislative lobbyists testified on more than 15 bills on a wide variety of issues
including Fair School Funding, honesty in education, gun safety, the death penalty, and more. We also
continued to grow Youth in Action in which the participants now have two representatives on the
LWVO board and are planning voter registration programs across the state. 
 
Indeed, I could fill this entire newsletter with accomplishments, so I must say THANK YOU!
 
You have made a difference! All your collective actions have added up despite challenging odds. Every
time you called a lawmaker, attended an event, or donated, LWVO became stronger. Every LWVO
member, volunteer, leader, and staffer is needed to serve voters in 2022. When we engage in self-care,
we are effectively taking care of each other, this organization, and Ohio voters. Please rest, eat well,
drink water, hug your loved ones, and know that LWVO is grateful to you.
 
Finally, as we prepare for 2022, let us reaffirm our commitment to this organization’s vision: a
democracy where every person has the desire, the right, the knowledge, and the confidence to
participate. Not an easy vision in the face of gerrymandering, disinformation campaigns, waning trust
in democratic institutions, proposed legislation that would reduce voter access, and extreme partisan
divides. But I am convinced that we will accomplish great things despite great odds when we do it
together. It’s my honor to stand alongside each of you as we enter a new year. 
 
Happy new year and thank you.
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In Memoriam 
The League of Women Voters sends its deepest condolences to the families and friends of the long-
term League members Mary Jo Clark, Loann Crane, Karen Glazert Rainey, and Sarah Rogers Skinner.
 
Mary Jo (nee Edgren) Clark 
Mary Jo (nee Edgren) Clark age 81 of Oxford, Ohio passed away peacefully with her daughter and
friends/caregivers by her side on Sunday December 5. Mary Jo was very active in her community
since moving with her husband to Oxford in 1967 and wanted to be remembered as a collaborative
leader of the Oxford League of Women Voters, ABLE (Adult Basic Literacy), the Adult Learning
Center, Family Resource Center, the Mobile Home Park Improvement Committee and Oxford Free
Clinic.
 
Loann Crane
Lois Ann Crane, age 96, died peacefully at home on November 9th, surrounded by her family. She
was preceded in death by her husband, Robert S. Crane Jr. Born May 8, 1925, in Martins Ferry, Ohio,
Loann attended the Ohio State University, majoring in Linguistics and pledged Kappa Alpha Theta
sorority. After graduating, Loann moved to Cleveland for her first job, providing Spanish translation
services. Loann and Bob married in 1948, and raised four children together.
 
Loann was an accomplished artist. She and her dear friends, Babs Sirak and Suzy Saxbe became
entrepreneurs, founding Winning Images, an art consulting business advising corporate clients.
Loann was a long-term member of LWVO and a committed feminist. She contributed greatly to
women's philanthropy and was a founding member of The Women's Fund as well as the Matriots.
 
Karen Glazert Rainey
Karen Glatzert Rainey, age 83, of Delaware, Ohio, passed on November 4th at her home. She was
born in Erie, Pennsylvania, and was a graduate of Thiel College where she was a third-generation
legacy. She went on to earn an MPA from the Graduate School of Public and International Affairs at
the University of Pittsburgh. Karen worked for the Bureau of Municipal Affairs and Department of
Internal Affairs for the City of Harrisburg, PA, then worked as a city planner for the City of
Alexandria, VA. Her career continued in Columbus, OH, where she worked for the Mid-Ohio Regional
Planning Commission and the State of Ohio Bureau of Worker’s Compensation.
 
In retirement, Karen became a volunteer Court Appointed Special Advocate, supporting children and
youth in the court system as a result of abuse or neglect. Karen was a 54-year member of the
League of Women Voters, serving as Legislative Director for the LWV of Ohio for several years. She
served as president and membership chair of the Delaware local League, and was the legislative
liaison to the Ohio General Assembly at the time of her death. 
 
Sarah Rogers Skinner
Sarah Rogers Skinner, age 48, of Chillicothe, Ohio, passed on Sunday, October 17, 2021, in the Ohio
State University's James Cancer Center following a brief illness. She was born September 13, 1973, in
Springfield, Missouri to Paul and Kathryn Tiede Rogers. She survives her husband, Michael Skinner,
who she married in May of 1999. Sarah was the owner and operator of Sharpbeak Designs and was
the current President for the Ross County League of Women Voters. She will be dearly missed.
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Meet Our Interns!

Arden is a third-year undergraduate at the Ohio State University majoring
in Political Science and Environmental Policy and Decision Making. She
currently works as an office assistant at OSU’s School of Environmental
and Natural Resources (SENR) and is a newsletter editor for the
Environmental Sustainability Magazine. Upon applying to intern for LWVO,
she found out that her great grandmother was a member of the Greater
Cleveland league in the 1950's, so Arden knew it was meant to be! She is
excited to be a part of the team and looks forward to all the experience to
be gained.

Arden Frankmann

Hi! My name is Madison Mason I’m currently a sophomore at The Ohio
State University majoring in Political Science with minors in Philosophy and
Civic Engagement. At Ohio State, I am a part of the Morrill Scholars
Program, the Law and Society Scholars, and the Undergraduate Student
Government where I am an elected Senator. In addition to my involvement
in school, I am also an intern at the League of Women Voters of Ohio this
semester! Interning at the League has been an awesome experience and a
great way for me to learn more about working in the non-profit sector. This
internship has taught me so much about the political landscape in Ohio
and given me meaningful knowledge on how to advocate for local issues I
am passionate about like education funding reform, redistricting, and voter
rights!Madison M. Mason

Hello! My name is Priyanka Vinoth and I’m a first year at Ohio State
majoring in PPE (philosophy, politics, and economics). At the League I’ve
worked on a variety of projects including public policy research, graphic
design on Canva, and grant research. I work with the amazing League staff
regularly and assist them with a slew of different urgent tasks. I’m very
passionate about the League’s mission, history, and goals - especially the
redistricting reforms we’re currently pushing for. In the future, I hope to
further pursue political science and work to disaggregate data for
underrepresented groups in the US. In my free time I enjoy reading,
writing, trying local vegan food, and exploring Columbus.

Priyanka Vinoth

My name is Shireen Shaaban, I am a 4th year student at the Ohio State
University studying Business Administration in Marketing. I loved the
League of Women Voters internship because it has given me the skills
and opportunity to advocate for and work with my community in more
ways than one. My favorite aspect of my work this semester was our
hands-on efforts in regards to redistricting. Not only did I expand my own
knowledge on the matter, but I also helped spread that knowledge to
others as well. I am grateful to have been able to work with such a strong
and committed team that cares so deeply about such important matters. 

Shireen Shaaban
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