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The Ohio Legislature—A Review of the First Quarter  
by Nazek Hapasha  

 
Despite the monumental task of passing 

the budget, this General Assembly (GA) has 
already introduced almost 600 bills in the first 
quarter of the 134th GA. Now is the time to take 
stock of the political landscape, review wins and 
losses for the people of Ohio, and strategize on 
how best to move forward. What follows is a 
concise presentation of some bills that LWV Ohio 
has been following and/or working on, by 
category.   
 
Democracy/Voting & Elections 

Candidates running for the Ohio Supreme court and appellate court are now required to appear on the 
ballot with a party designation. The bill was widely condemned by good government groups like the League, 
judges, and legal scholars. Originally, the highly partisan power grab was introduced in SB 80 and HB 149, but 
later added as an amendment to the budget bill. HB 110 also included another anti-democracy provision that 
restricts the ability of local boards of elections and the Secretary of State to work with any nongovernmental 
individual/entity on voter education and election administration.   

Senator Rulli reintroduced SB 14 during this GA (previously SB 194), which would modernize voter 
registration systems and make them more secure, but it has been at a standstill in committee since its second 
hearing in February. LWVO firmly supports this legislation. 

Representative Brigid Kelly introduced numerous bills to ensure civic participation was not barred during 
the pandemic, and that lawmakers and other Ohioans attending to Statehouse business would remain safe from 
COVID-19. Proposed bills would allow virtual committee meetings (HB 55), require face coverings in the 
Statehouse (HB 56), and establish a means of hearing virtual testimony (HB 310). The League supports the effort 
to ensure access to the Statehouse for all Ohioans is not hindered, but both bills remain stuck in committee. 

Gun Safety 
In what is largely thought to be a response to the wave of Black Lives Matter protests across the country 

during the summer of 2020, several new complex bills have been introduced that criminalize and enhance 
penalties for common protest activity. Supporters of the bills deem them necessary to protect first responders, 
but others feel they would endanger first amendment rights and restrict the activity of nonprofit advocacy 
organizations. HB 22 (which passed the House) would expand the offense of obstructing justice; HB 109 would 
increase penalties for assault, vandalism, and riot offenses; SB 16, which was amended and passed the Senate 
unanimously, would create new offenses, and increase penalties for existing offenses, regarding conduct 
directed at an actual or perceived emergency service responder, public servant, or family member; and SB 41, 
would increase penalties for vandalism, inciting to violence, aggravated riot, and riot.  ...continued on page 2. 
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The Ohio Leg.—A Review of the 1st Quarter   
… continued from page 1 

The League of Women Voters believes in the individual liberties guaranteed by the Constitution of the 
United States and that they cannot be weakened or abridged during times of national tension.  

Ohioans who have long worked to end the death penalty in this state believe they have a strong chance 
during this GA with HB 183/SB 103. LWV Ohio submitted testimony in support of ending the death penalty when 
the bills were heard in committee in May and June, respectively.  

Education 
The Fair School Funding Plan (FSFP) was folded into the operating budget. Much of the plan remained 

intact, but the six year phase in plan is no longer in place and will need to be revisited after the end of this 
budget cycle. This issue has been a major priority for the League for several years. We are proud to have played 
a central role in finally passing fair school funding for Ohioans.   

The budget also includes a provision that provides the three school districts currently under state 
control a pathway to local control. Other bills have been introduced that would amend or end the practice of 
“academic distress commissions”, an administrative body appointed by the state that governs a local school 
district deemed to be failing. HB 100 would repeal the law on the creation of new commissions and HB 54 
would, instead, require improvement plans for certain low-performing school buildings.  

In May, house bills 322 and 327 were introduced. Together, they target education, training, and 
professional development at every level in education and in other public institutions, and prohibit the teaching 
and promotion of “divisive concepts” and controversial issues related to race, sex, current events, and history. 
Furthermore, penalties for violations could cost institutions up to 100 percent of their state funding. Both bills 
have had two hearings, and HB 327 was amended for clarity. LWV Ohio has been at the forefront of fighting 
these bills, which are part of a nationwide campaign to prohibit and censor honesty in education at every level.   

Energy & Environment 
HB 128 was passed by the Legislature and signed into law on March 31. It repeals some provisions of HB 

6, which Ohio passed during the 133rd GA in an attempt to keep unprofitable nuclear power plants from 
shutting down. The League has joined environmental and good government groups in calling for the full repeal 
of HB 6. HB 128 does not constitute a full repeal but does revoke the requirement that an electric distribution 
utility collect a charge from Ohio ratepayers to subsidize credits for nuclear resources; terminates any related 
(and future) decoupling mechanisms; prohibits related charges to customers; and requires affected customers 
to be refunded. About $1 billion would have been paid to the affected company with the passage of HB 6. 

In its continued opposition to clean energy and power, the Ohio Legislature has passed laws that both 
afford power to and strip power away from local governments. SB 52 lets local governments block wind and 
solar power; and HB 201 prevents local governments from limiting natural gas usage. The sale of brine from oil 
or gas operations has also been re-introduced this year in SB 171 and HB 282. Environmentalists assert that the 
material is highly radioactive and presents a danger to drinking water. LWV Ohio submitted opposition 
testimony on all the above measures.  

Gun Safety 
Despite massive pushback and disapproval, Ohio continued to loosen gun safety protocols during this 

GA with the introduction of numerous bills. Among the most dangerous are HB 99, which would allow 
authorization of certain school personnel to carry a weapon without completing the required firearms training; 
and HB 227, which would allow Ohioans to carry a concealed gun/weapon with a license.  

Join the LWVO Lobby Corps list-serve to stay informed, or even become involved as an issue specialist in the 
Lobby Corps! More information available on our website at www.lwvohio.org/lobby-corps. 
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Fair Maps Update by Lisa Wurm  
 

LWVO and our coalition partners at Fair Districts Ohio have been hard at work organizing efforts around 
the state to help push for fair, representative legislative maps. 

Volunteers have been the backbone of these efforts. Here’s how you can get involved: 

• Sign up for Fair Districts emails at fairdistrictsohio.org. 

• Host a redistricting house party or event with one of Fair Districts 150 volunteer speakers.  

• Submit a community map to show mapmakers what your community looks like - 
fairdistrictsohio.org/community-mapping. 

• Attend or give testimony at an upcoming Redistricting Commission public hearing - stayed tuned to 
for more information from emails & social media! 

 
As predicted, challenges to our advocacy have arisen such as the late release of Census data. The good 

news is the Census Bureau will likely get redistricting data to the states by August 12th instead of September 
30th. Ohio University has been tasked with preparing the data for mapmaking, which could take up to two 
weeks. The first mapping deadline is September 1, and we will do everything we can to ensure that mapmakers 
don’t use time constraints as an excuse for reducing transparency or public participation. Earlier this year, we 
were able to successfully defeat a last minute attempt by Ohio Senate President Matt Huffman to place a 
constitutional amendment on the ballot and give power to the legislature to adjust mapmaking deadlines. This 
would have meant that the majority party would rule and make decisions on when maps are passed. 

After a long delay and thousands of emails from Fair Districts advocates, Governor DeWine finally 
convened the Redistricting Commission, and  a series of town-hall meetings were  conducted around the state 
prior to the introduction of any maps.  

There is still much left to do in the next 2 months. A great way to make your voice heard is to attend Fair 
Maps Day at the Statehouse on September 21st. This is our once in a decade chance to make elections more fair 
and to help ensure voters are heard at the statehouse and in DC. Check out the event details at 
fairdistrictsohio.org/fairmapsday. 

Franklinton Pride by Sherry Rose 
 

On Saturday June 26th, eighty-four (84) Fair 
Districts’ (FD) volunteers flooded into Columbus, 
Ohio to support the first-ever Franklinton Pride. The 
all-day Pride festival featured three entertainment 
stages, vendor booths, food trucks and much more. 
Many Fair Districts’ volunteers showed off their 
bartending skills, while other FD volunteers checked 
IDs and collected donations at the entrances to each 
stage. In return for these service hours, Franklinton 
Pride organizers made announcements from stage 
about ending gerrymandering and  provided a per-
hour donation to Fair Districts. Fair Districts was also 
able to keep the tips raised throughout the day 
which equaled $1257.19. As a partner in  Fair 
Districts Ohio, the League of Women Voters of Ohio 
was proud to support the LGBTQ+ community and 
the Franklinton Pride event.  

 



 

Advocates Rally to Advance Voter Rights 
By Nazek Hapasha  

 
The League of Women Voters of Ohio was proud to join numerous other progressive organizations at 

the Voter Rights Rally, which took place in front of the Ohio Statehouse on Thursday, June 24th. People young 
and old alike assembled with signs reading “Protect Voting Rights” and “Protect Our Vote”. Protesters cheered 
enthusiastically as representatives from different organizations spoke out against voter suppression. The aim of 
the rally was to make voting more accessible. Ohioans from across Ohio gathered to voice their opposition to 
provisions within House Bill 294 (HB 294).  

 
While LWV Ohio does not altogether oppose HB 
294, it asserts that certain provisions must be 
revised or removed in order to modernize 
Ohio’s voter and elections systems and support 
inclusivity in elections. HB 294 contains 
potential improvements that the League has 
long advocated for such as automated 
registration, online absentee ballot requests, 
acceptance of electronic utility bills as a form of 
identification, and the codification of election 
administration plans. But the League continues 
to lobby for the removal of certain elements of 
the bill that restrict voter access by shortening 
the absentee ballot request period, reducing 
access to drop boxes (which are used for 

registration, campaign finance reporting, and voting purposes), and complicating voting procedures for active-
duty military voters overseas. Sponsors of the bill — Representatives Sharon Ray (R-Wadsworth) and Bill Seitz (R
-Green Township) — claim these measures are necessary to protect the integrity of elections in Ohio. But LWV 
Ohio maintains that such provisions create barriers to voting for already marginalized and/or disadvantaged 
groups like senior citizens, people with disabilities, veterans, rural Ohioans, and minority communities.  

The For the People Act (also known as H.R. 1) and the John Lewis Voting Rights Act, two different but 
complementary federal bill proposals, were also advocated for at the rally. As states across the country continue 
to pass anti-voter legislation, many believe that a broader protection of voter rights is necessary at the federal 
level. H.R. 1 would create a national automatic system for registering voters, establish national standards for 
mail-in and absentee ballots, and institute a host of other reforms related to election security, campaign finance 
reform, and gerrymandering. The John Lewis Voting Rights Act would, most notably, restore the full power and 
protections of the 1965 Voting Rights Act, and thereby prevent future discriminatory laws from being enacted 
by any states. Both H.R. 1 and the John Lewis Voting Rights Act have passed the House. Both bills, however, are 
unlikely to pass the Senate so long as the filibuster is in place. Opponents of the bills believe that they give the 
federal government too much power over voting and elections.  
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Meet Our Summer Intern 
 

We were honored to have Jessica Li join us as a summer intern. Jessica is a 
rising senior at Dublin Jerome High School and is striving to create positive 
change in her community through increasing youth civic engagement. In her 
free time, she enjoys longboarding, reading and baking. While at the League, 
she engaged in a wide variety of tasks related to advocacy.  
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From the President’s Desk 
 
The League’s ongoing efforts to make sure that democracy works for all means we will be 
focused on ensuring that the amendments added to the Ohio Constitution as a result of 
our hard work in 2015 and 2018 are carried out as intended. Ohio is now in the process of 
both state legislative and congressional redistricting. This time, maps should not be drawn 
secretly in a bunker on the other side of downtown, and hopefully will be drawn in a 
bipartisan, transparent fashion. There are also more rules for keeping communities more 
unified, and if mapmakers pass an extremely partisan gerrymandered map, advocates can 
challenge them before the Ohio Supreme Court. For more information about our efforts, 
please read Lisa Wurm’s column—Fair Maps Update. 

As if legislative and congressional redistricting is not resource-intensive enough, we must and will 
continue to ensure that all potential voters not only can register to vote, but can cast ballots and have their 
votes counted. One might have thought or hoped that in the 218 years since Ohio became a state, issues of 
who can vote, how they can vote, and where they can vote would have been settled. Unfortunately, that is not 
the case. Efforts to disenfranchise some and make it more difficult to vote are still seen and require our 
attention and advocacy. We know that there are many issues on which we have positions that would allow us 
to take action. However, our resources do not allow us to take action on everything, and we must focus on our 
core mission – empowering voters and defending democracy. 

On a more personal note, I am honored to have been elected to a second two year term as your 
president. I want to welcome all of our returning and new board members. We have worked well together and 
with staff through the coronavirus pandemic and will continue to do so as we emerge from isolation. We met 
at the end of July and, among other things, began determining what activities we will continue to engage in 
virtually and which will be planned as in-person events. 

I know that many of the webinars, seminars, and training events LWVO has offered over the past year 
plus have been valued, as evidenced by attendance. I suspect that at least some of these will continue. At the 
same time, I think we all miss the networking opportunities in person events afford. 

Yet another networking opportunity I miss is this year’s LWVUS Council. LWVUS has gone out of their 
way to provide virtual networking opportunities with cohorts of 10-15 attendees that remain together for 
breakout sessions, optional brown bag networking opportunities and a virtual reception. The theme for Council 
this year is “Building Our Power Together”. Key takeaways for me include a robust discussion of remaining non-
partisan in hyper partisan times. Dr. Deborah Turner, President of LWVUS had the following advice: 1. Issues 
are nonpartisan; 2. Focus on and talk about voters and policies rather than Republicans and Democrats; and 3. 
Support our election workers. As we move into the 2021-2023 biennium, I expect to hear about LWVUS 
initiatives that were only hinted at during Council. 

Iris Meltzer 
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DONATE TODAY! 

Yes, I want to support the work of the LWVO! 

$25   $50  $100       $250  $500 Other ___ 

Gifts can be made payable to: 

• LWVO (non-tax deductible) 

• LWVO Education Fund (tax deductible) 

• Split evenly between LWVO and LWVO Education Fund 

 

Name:_______________________________________ 

Address:_____________________________________ 

City:_________________State:_________Zip:_______ 

Tel:_________________________________________ 

Email:_______________________________________ 

Please return to: League of Women Voters of Ohio,  
100 East Broad Street, Suite 1310, Columbus, OH 43215 

Thank you! 
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Legacy Giving by Sherry Rose  
 

Over the last year, the League of Women Voters of Ohio has been very blessed to be recognized in the 
estates of two amazing women, Anne Snead and Alice B. Niedner. 

 Anne Smead, a faithful and lifelong member of the Metro Columbus 
League of Women Voters, passed away in January 2021. Anne worked 
passionately to advance women's rights and their voting rights. She served on 
numerous community boards and committees. Most notably, she was a 
longtime member, past President, and volunteer lobbyist for the League of 
Women Voters of Ohio, as well as the Metro Columbus League of Women 
Voters.  She was known for her outgoing personality and generous spirit. She 
loved traveling, dining out, and gathering with friends and family. Her family 
requested memorials be made to the League of Women Voters of Ohio to 
continue Anne’s passionate fight to protect voting rights for all. Anne’s 
dedication and service to the League and her community will be greatly 
missed.  

Born in 1931, Alice Beaver Niedner came up through the twin crucibles of 
the Depression and the Second World War. She was born into a scientific 
and highly educated family, and one that, rarely for that time, fostered 
proud, independent and accomplished women. Her mother, Dorothy 
Russell Beaver, was one of the first American women to earn an advanced 
scientific degree and apply it in a professional career – before women even 
had the legal right to vote. Alice’s upbringing made her passionate and 
curious about music, about gardening, about cooking, about wild nature, 
about learning, and about people. Where she grew up – Elizabeth, New 
Jersey and Charleston, West Virginia, with their churning mix of 
nationalities, races, works, and classes  – gave her something else: a sense 
of fairness, a feeling that we are in this together, an urgency to remember 

that we are all somehow the same. In the words of her good friend and fellow League member Nancy Bunge, 
this manifested as an instinct “to encounter everyone she met on an equal footing, as a friend, regardless of 
race or ethnicity or class – she either looked past that, or didn’t see it at all.”  In her turn, she tried to instill the 
same values and instincts in her children, and to live them in her community: launching a recycling center, 
tutoring immigrants, and passionately advocating for universal, well-informed participation in the political 
process. 

Alice died in 2000, beloved by her family and many, many friends. But her passion for fairness, especially 
for the equality of all voices in our politics, is not yet finished. In the past few months, a portion of her estate 
proceeds was newly discovered. In consultation with her family, her executors have agreed that Alice would 
want to do everything she could to foster fair, informed and completely inclusive politics, and are accordingly 
bequeathing the remainder of her estate to the League of Women Voters. 

We thank Alice and Anne and their families for continuing their powerful legacies through their 
generous gifts. If you would like to know more about leaving a lasting legacy in your will, please contact 
Development Director, Sherry Rose at srose@lwvohio.org. 

 If your local league has the opportunity to partner with community organizations, county fairs, local 
concession stands, or other community fundraisers, and would like assistance, please contact Sherry Rose, LWVO 
Development Director: srose@lwvohio.org 

Alice Niedner 

Anne Smead 

mailto:srose@lwvohio.org
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In Memoriam 
The League of Women Voters sends its deepest condolences to the 
families and friends of board member Carolyn Perkins (1949 - 
2021), and to our dear Munia Mostafa (Membership and Project 
Manager at LWV Ohio) for the passing of her beloved father, Md. 
Golam Mostafa (1952 - 2021).  

 
LWV Ohio was honored to have Carolyn Perkins of 
Dayton as a member and leader. For nearly four 
years, Carolyn served on the state League’s board, 
and nothing could stop her from working to 
promote voting and social justice. Born in Sturgis, 
MI, she studied at Lansing Community College and 
became an air traffic controller in 1978, just a 
decade after the first black woman to do so 
(Eleanor Joyce Toliver-Williams). She moved to 

Dayton in 1988 to serve as an air traffic controller, eventually 
working up to air traffic manager. Also having served as operations 
manager for Lockheed Martin, she not only broke barriers as a 
woman of color, she actively supported the professional 
development of other women of color in science and technology 
through various professional associations. She may be best known 
for her work with the NAACP, serving for years as a youth advisor. 
Carolyn loved science, jazz, our democracy, and most of all people. 
Carolyn's passion for voting, youth engagement, and social justice 
was unparalleled. Truly a humble and wise public servant, Carolyn 
will live on through all the lives she touched. At this sorrowful time, 
we send our deepest condolences to her family and friends.  
 

Md. Golam Mostafa was survived by his wife, four 
daughters, and a son. He earned his MBA in 1974 
from the Institute of Business Administration 
(IBA) at the University of Dhaka, and went on to 
be the founder of Coastal Seafoods Limited. He 
also served as the President of Bangladesh Frozen 
Foods Exporters Association, and was a founding 
member of the Executive Committee of 
Bangladesh MBA Association. Md. Golam 

Mostafa contributed significantly to the development of the 
fisheries sector in Bangladesh. For his leadership in the 
development of the frozen food sector, he was recognized with a 
gold medal in 1998 by the honorable Prime Minister, and received 
many other accolades including the 1999 Best Entrepreneur by 
Bangladesh M.B.A Alumni Association, and Commercially Important 
Person (CIP) of the year in 1999 for his accomplishments in export. 
Md. Golam Mostafa was a known philanthropist - a founder of and 
contributor to community organizations, houses of worship, and 
orphanages.  
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Does your LL have a Board of 
Election (BOE) Team? Join our 
monthly OVRC call!  
 
The BOE teams is a committee of the 
Ohio Voter Rights Coalition (OVRC) and 
helps us protect the voting rights of 
every Ohioan. BOE Teams work with 
OVRC to build and maintain 
relationships with local elections 
officials. Through those relationships, 
we aim to better understand the work 
of county boards of elections and assess 
election readiness; improve the 
administration of elections for the 
benefit of all voters, and partner with 
election officials to promote civic 
engagement and increase public 
confidence in our election system. To 
learn more go to www.lwvohio.org/
member-corner or email 
nhapasha@lwvohio.org 
 
The BOE Teams meets on the 1st 
Thursday of every month at 6 PM. 
 

Monthly Member 
Calls 
Email lwvoinfo@lwvohio.org or go to 
www.lwvohio.org for more information   
 
All Member —on the first Tuesday of 
every month at noon.  
 
Lobby Corps — twice a month on the 
2nd and 4th Tuesdays at 12 noon.  
 
Time for Fundraising —3rd Wednesday 
of every month at noon.  
 
Lunching with the League—on the 2nd 
and 4th Monday of every month.  
 
Voter Service — on the third Tuesday of 
every month at 7pm.   



The League of Women Voters, a nonpartisan political 
organization, encourages informed and active participation 
in government, works to increase understanding of major 
public policy issues, and influences public policy through 

education and advocacy. 
 

To become a member or for information, 
(614) 469-1505 

 lwvoinfo@lwvohio.org 
Or join online at www.lwvohio.org. 

Facebook.com/lwvohio Twitter.com/lwvohio    
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